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7th October 2012

International workshop
Palaeoenvironment

and the Development of
Early Societies in
Şanlıurfa, Turkey

On 7th October 2012, a workshop organised 
by members of Research Cluster 1 (From 
Sedentism to Complex Societies) of the German 
Archaeological Institute was held in Şanlıurfa, 
Turkey. In papers by invited scientists the role 
played by the environment in the development 
of early complex societies in the Holocene 
was illuminated and discussed. Notably, 
presentations were not limited to studies of 
Upper Mesopotamian and Near Eastern data, 
but more importantly set out to highlight a 
global perspective on the relationship between 
environment and the emergence of more 
complex (first and foremost Neolithic) systems 
and lifeways. Accordingly, contributions 
included case studies from dispersed geographical 
regions, from the Eastern Mediterranean, 
through Central Europe and Northwest and 
West Africa, to South America. A major focus 
of the meeting was an appraisal of the influence 
of climate change on cultural processes in these 
diverse regions, a topic still of relevance today, 
especially for human societies living in marginal 
(e.g. semi-arid) parts 
of the world. It could 
be shown that there 
are indeed significant 
correlations between 
environmental change 
and cultural transitions 
in the Holocene, 
albeit that prevailing 
sociocultural factors 
should not be ignored 
as equally important 
driving mechanisms in 
these processes. 

On the two days prior to the workshop (5th-6th October 2012) 
participants visited the excavations at Göbekli Tepe, the Neolithic site of 
Çayönü, the museum at Şanlıurfa, as well as the fortress at Diyarbakır 
(Photo: MR). 

Events 2012-13

2nd to 3rd November 2012
Network meeting of the 

Istanbul Department, German 
Archaeological Department 

(DAI): 

Architecture as indicator for 
economic development (Architektur 
als Gradmesser für wirtschaftliche 

Entwicklung )

In addition to its general involvement in the 
DAI Research Clusters, the Göbekli Tepe 
Project is also committed to the project Scientific 
Network: Economy as Power Base – Pre-Modern 
Forms of Economy in Anatolia based at the 
DAI in Istanbul. The second network meeting  
focused on  Architecture as indicator for economic 
development. With their presentation, entitled 
“Monumentality in hunter-gatherer cultures 
and new possibilities of interpretation”, Klaus 
Schmidt and Oliver Dietrich discussed whether 
the monumental architecture discovered in 
Pre-Pottery Neolithic contexts in the Near 
East, evidence for which has been increasing 
constantly over the last 30 years, should be 
interpreted as a trigger for the radical change 
documented at this time, i.e. the transition to 
sedentary and food-producing lifeways.
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13th – 15th of March in 2013 
Lectures on Göbekli Tepe 
in Şanlıurfa, Ankara and 

Istanbul

Regular lectures are an important medium by 
which new insights from Göbekli Tepe can be 
presented to the interested public. In March, 
three lectures in English and Turkish language 
were presented in one week alone: on 13th March 
at the Harran University in Şanlıurfa, on 14th 

March at the Anadolu Medeniyetleri Müzesi in 
Ankara, and on the 15th March at the Boğazici 
University in Istanbul. Further lectures have 
been given in the course of the year in Munich, 
Tübingen, Münster, Bochum, London, Palo 
Alto and San Francisco.

Lecture in the Anadolu Medeniyetleri Müzesi 
(Photo: AA).

1st June 2013
Göbekli Tepe invited 

to the
„Circle of the Restless“

In 2013, Göbekli Tepe featured in the programm 
of the annual Circolo degli Inquieti festival in 
Finale Ligure, Italy. On 1st June Klaus Schmidt 
gave a lecture at the auditorium of Chiostri di 
Santa Caterina, entitled Gobekli Tepe. 7000 anni 
prima delle piramidi. The lecture was presented 
in English and translated into Italian by Roberto 
Maggi.	
		   www.circoloinquieti.it

Discussions at the Circolo del Inquieti in Finale 
Ligure in June 2013 (Photo: CKS).

10th of June 2013
EU supports Şanlıurfa and 

Göbekli Tepe

A signing ceremony 
between the EU 
Delegation to Turkey 
and the Turkish Ministry 
of Industry for funding 
of tourist infrastructure 
in Şanlıurfa took place 
in June 2013. The 
protection measures 
at Göbekli Tepe, most 
importantly the shelters 
for the main excavation 
areas on the southern 
slope of the mound and 

on the northwest hillock, are an integral part 
of this program. The Nevali Hotel was selected 
as the appropriate location for the ceremony. 
The hotel takes its name from the excavations 
at Nevalı Çori, a site contemporaneous with 
Göbekli Tepe and belonging to its cultural 
sphere. The team working in the Nevalı Çori 
project (fieldwork 1983-1991) was the same 
team which started work at Göbekli Tepe in 
1995. 

The Nevali Hotel in 
Şanlıurfa, named 
after the Turkish-
German excavations 
at the Early Neolithic 
site of Nevalı Çori 
(Photo: KS).

The canopy planned to be erected at the main 
excavation area on the southern slope of the artificial 
mound of Göbekli Tepe (Photo montage: KKF).
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22nd to 27th August 2013

Under the auspices of the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences and the Shanghai Municipal 
Government, the first Shanghai Archaeology 
Forum (SAF) was held from 22nd to 27th August 
2013 at the Fine Art Museum Shanghai, 
formerly Expo Shanghai China Pavilion. The 
primary theme of the inaugural forum was the 
comparative archaeology of ancient civilizations. 
Göbekli Tepe was officially recognised as one of 
the most important archaeological discoveries 
of the last years. Klaus Schmidt was invited to 
Shanghai to present a keynote lecture. 

www.shanghaiarchaeologyforum.org

Events 2012-13

Forthcoming Events

The Göbekli Tepe Project was one of the award-
winning excavation projects at the Shanghai 
Archaeology Forum 2013 (Photo: IL).

Forthcoming

Events in the frame of the 
„German-Turkish Year of Research, 

Education and Innovation“

Under the motto „Science Bridging Nations“ 
Germany and Turkey will be highlighting 
successive cooperations in the International Year 
of Science (2014). The Göbekli Tepe project 
team will contribute to this effort at three 
different events.

ITB 2014

At the beginning of this year´s International 
Tourism Fair (ITB) in Berlin, an introductory 
event will be organized in cooperation with the 
Turkish Embassy. The director of the Göbekli 
Tepe excavations, Klaus Schmidt, will sum up 
results from long-term archaeological research 
in the Şanlıurfa region under the title A succesful 
German-Turkish cooperation: From Nevalı Çori 
to Göbekli Tepe. 

DFG Conferences

Later this year two workshops will be held 
in cooperation with the German Research 
Foundation in Bonn (2nd - 5th June 2014) 
Anatolien - Brücke der Kulturen: Aktuelle 
Foschungen und Perspektiven in den deutsch-
türkischen Altertumswissenschaften and Şanlıurfa 
(21st - 24th September 2014) under the general 
title Bridging Continents – Earliest Village 
Farming communities in Anatolia: Recent 
Research Perspectives and Future Challenges.
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Göbekli Tepe in Ankara

Copies of pillars from Göbekli Tepe are currently 
being prepared by artists from Atölye Demirtaş 
in Istanbul. These copies will be displayed at 
the exhibition of the Anadolu Medeniyetleri 
Müzesi, the National Museum in Ankara.

http://www.demirtasatolyesi.com

Copy of Pillar 12 is ready for display (Photo: DA).

ICAANE Workshop

A workshop is currently being organised by 
Trevor Watkins (University of Edinburgh), 
Marion Benz (University of Freiburg i. Br.) and 
Hans Georg K. Gebel (Free-University Berlin) 
in the frame of the 9th International Congress 
on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East 
(ICAANE), to be held in Basel, Switzerland 
from 9th–13th  June 2014:

The Construction of Neolithic 
Corporate Identities (abstract)

One of the most momentous thresholds in 
the longer-term evolution of human sociality 
was neolithisation – the transition from more 
flexible mobile foraging communities to 
sedentary and complex corporate societies. For 
too long Neolithic research has concentrated 
on the economic side of this transition, while 
the formation and maintenance of these 
early large-scale communities could not have 
developed without unprecedented cognitive 
and social capacities.  More than ever before, 
in these sedentary milieus the human ability to 
perceive selectively, to memorize associatively, 
and to act in a collaborative way, evolved by 
steadily valorizing, symbolically charging and 
communicating practices, discourses, spaces 
and things, including building “traditions”. 
Corporate identities in the Near Eastern Late 
Epipalaeolithic and Neolithic were not only 
formed and sustained by commonly accepted 
tangible things (images, paraphernalia, practices 
etc.), they were also promoted and transformed 
by intangible modes, codes and ideological 
concepts. 

The workshop aims to identify and 
translate the empirical evidence of the different 
intangibles that helped to form Epipalaeolithic 
and Neolithic group identities. One of the 
approaches might be the concept of (inter-)
mediality by which cognitive competences 
behind  corporate strategies can be identified. 
In addition to prehistoric archaeologists, the 
workshop invites contributions from specialists 
in evolutionary and cognitive sciences.

Contact: T.Watkins@ed.ac.uk

Akyürek Holding

an important Sponsor for the 
infrastructure of the archaeological 

park at Göbekli Tepe

A visitors’ centre erected by the Turkish 
authorities in winter 2012/13 is situated at the 
entrance to the archaeological area. Its doors are 
expected to open in spring 2014. The visitors’ 
centre includes a cafeteria, several shops and 
lavatories. A shuttle service will also be installed 
to transfer visitors from the parking areas at the 
visitors’ centre to the excavation area located 
about 800 metres away. Akyürek Holding plans 
to sponsor these logistics.



23Göbekli Tepe - Newsletter 2014Forthcoming Events

The new Şanlıurfa 
Archaeological Museum

Upon completion the new Archaeological 
Museum in Şanlıurfa will be one of the biggest 
museums in Turkey. The Palaeolithic, Neolithic 
and Chalcolithic periods will take prominent 
place in the new exhibition. A life-size copy 
of Enclosure D from Göbekli Tepe will be 
on display in the Neolithic section. Another 
attraction will be the so-called “Terrazzo 
building” from Nevalı Çori, which was 
dismantled in 1991 before the site was flooded 
by the rising waters of the Atatürk Dam on the 
Euphrates; re-construction commenced in one 
of the museum exhibition halls in winter 2013.  

Construction work at the new museum in winter 
2013 (Photo, top: NB, bottom: MA).

The re-construction of the Nevalı Çori “Temple” 
(Photo: MA).
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Autumn 2013 (Photo: NB).

Archaeobotony 
Reinder Neef

Anthropology
Julia Gresky

Building History
Katja Piesker

Obsidian Sourcing
Tristan Carter

Excavation directors: Klaus Schmidt, A. Cihat Kürkcüoğlu
Representatives of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism: Nejat Atar, Nedim Dervisoğlu, Gülay Şahin

Fulltime Staff
Fieldwork, documentation, databases: Oliver Dietrich, Çiğdem Köksal-Schmidt, Jens Notroff 
Photographic documentation: Nico Becker
GIS and AutoCAD documentation: Thomas Urban, Thomas Götzelt (until 2013)
Student research assistants: Franz Becker, Annette Schuster

Excavation participants 2012/13
Özlem Ekinbaş, Ricarda Fierenz, Doğan Güneş, Dilan Hasar, Birthe Heemeier, Christian Hübner, Vedat Hurma, 
Çetin Kaya, Stefan Krauth, Karin Kulhanek, Dmitri Loskut, Jan Makowiak, Tilman Müller, Stephan Prütting, 
Julia Seidel, Bülent Sever, Devrim Sönmez, Felicia Stein, Sabine Stockburger, Akif Sücü, Adil Tagiyev, Matthias 
Tschuch, Benny Waszk, Bayram Yakut, Sabri Yıldız, Shannon Ziegler.

Archaeozoology / ArchaeoBioCenter
Project coordinator: Joris Peters
Archaeological data acquisition and analysis: Nadja Pöllath
Research assistants: Ursula Mutze, Ferdinand M. Neuberger, Ingrid Wiechmann, Michaela Zimmermann

Site Management Plan
Project coordinators: Klaus Rheidt, Leo Schmidt
Research assistants: Anja Mehrbach, Smriti Pant

John Templeton Foundation
Project coordinators: Klaus Schmidt, Trevor Watkins
Research assistants: Jörg Becker, Lee Clare

ArchaeNova e.V.
ArchaeNova e.V. is a society founded in 1995 by researchers of the Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology at the 
University of Heidelberg. It is an independant organization supporting the archaeological research at Göbekli 

Tepe in southeastern Turkey.
Tax deducible donations are welcome to:

Sparkasse Heidelberg
IBAN: DE19 6725 0020 0001 3117 86

BIC: SOLADES1HDB



Following translations into Turkish, 
Russian, Polish and Italian, we are pleased 
to announce that Klaus Schmidt‘s book, Sie 
bauten die ersten Tempel, is now available in 
English.

“With this book, Klaus Schmidt follows in 
the narrative tradition of Kathleen Kenyon 
and her book Digging up Jericho, and James 
Mellaart and Çatal Hüyük: a neolithic Town 
in Anatolia. The outstanding importance of 
Göbekli Tepe and his investigation of it are of 
at least the same stature. The excavator gives 
us a readable and absorbing account of this 
hugely important discovery. He illustrates 
the extraordinary sculptured stones with 
dramatic pictures, and his own perceptions 
based on many years of close acquaintance.”

- Trevor Watkins, University of Edinburgh

Göbekli Tepe. A Stone Age Sanctuary in South-Eastern Anatolia can be purchased from the 
publisher ex Oriente e.V.

http://www.exoriente.org/bookshop/

Klaus
Schmidt:

Sie bauten
die ersten
Tempel

Now
available
in English

Archaeology is opening up brand new horizons for reconstructing the 
history of human communication. This book is dedicated to the systematic 
study of available evidence from the 10th and 9th millennia BC, a period 
now recognized as a key phase for the genesis of graphic communication. 
It was at this time, following the end of the last ice age, that foundations 
were laid which were to prove pivotal for subsequent cultural development. 
The emergence of graphic communication can only be understood by 
focusing on several important and inter-related areas: anthropology 

of imagery, history of religion, 
media archaeology and semiotics, 
history of the mind, poetics, 
metaphorology and narratology. 
Although the geographical focus 
of this study lays firmly on Upper 
Mesopotamia, possible lines of 
development traceable as far as 
the Nile Valley are also pursued. 
Central to this study are new and 
fascinating archaeological finds 
and features discovered at the 
site of Göbekli Tepe in Upper 
Mesopotamia.

Ludwig Morenz, Medienevolution und die Gewinnung neuer 
Denkräume. Das frühneolithische Zeichensystem (10./9.Jt. v. Chr.) 
und seine Folgen, in: H. Hauptmann, L. Morenz und K. Schmidt 
(Hrsg.): Studia Euphartica Band 1 EB-Verlag Dr. Brandt, Berlin, to be 
published in early 2014 – ISBN 978-3-86893-105-1

Studia Euphratica 

Ludwig D. Morenz

Medienevolution 
und die 

Gewinnung
neuer Denkräume




