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It forms part of ‘The Prehistoric Settlement at Heraion on Samos (Sacred Road)’ research
project being carried out by Assoc. Prof. Ourania Kouka since 2009 (University of Cyprus).
Originally, a pilot fabric study was conducted on 44 ceramic samples from the EBA II late-III
levels (ca. 2500-2000 BC), corresponding to five architectural phases (Heraion I-V) as defined by
Milojčić (1961, SAMOS I). The petrographic analysis complemented macroscopic observations
and typological-stylistic evaluations, and allowed a detailed characterisation of the samples
with respect to textural and mineralogical data. The analytical results revealed preliminary
information regarding issues of technology, as well as of geological and/or geographical
provenance. This study, undertaken in the framework of an MSc dissertation, formed a firm
basis and was further extended into a PhD project that included an integrated examination of
pottery recovered from the old (1981) and the recent (2009-2013) excavations in the area
north of the Sacred Road.

SPACE & TIME

RESEARCH
The methods followed were focused on analysing the full spectrum across all three ceramic
assemblages (1953/1955 in the area of the Hera Temple; 1981 and 2009-2013 in the area
north of the Sacred Road) that is to cover the range of wares, fabrics, and shapes/types in a
combination of macroscopic, microscopic, microstructural and chemical observations. The data
derived were combined with information on chronology and settlement phasing,
geology/geomorphology of the island, and contextual analysis. The various levels of analysis
include:

A number of 282 samples covered not only all chronological phases and various settlement
contexts, but have also represented the range of wares/surface treatments, variation in
macroscopic fabric, and shape/type repertoire. In fact, the ceramic repertoire of EBA Heraion is
characterised by a wide variety of shapes that represent different functional categories and a
range of local products and suspected imports.



CULTURAL HERITAGE

TEAM

RESULTS
The integrated study of pottery from Heraion and the combination of three ceramic
assemblages from the old and new excavations has allowed the creation of a complete ceramic
sequence and the establishment of the technological profile of the local ceramic production.
This included a detailed reconstruction of all stages in the operational sequence, from the
identification of raw material sources and their manipulation by the local potters as well as
methods employed in forming, finishing and firing of the ceramic vessels. A complex picture of
continuity and change has been revealed in the individual stages of the ceramic manufacturing
sequence at Heraion at a diachronic level from one phase to the other.

This diachronic study has produced significant patterns of production and exchange.
Regarding pottery production, the variation in fabrics implies that there must be several
production centres operating in parallel in the vicinity of the site or some perhaps beyond the
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environs of settlement itself. The majority of the pottery dated to the early phases of the EBA
fall into the metamorphic fabric(s), which comprise more than half of the total analysed
samples. Combined with the macroscopic information, the petrographic analysis revealed
some important associations between shape, assumed function, fabric, and ware. In the
subsequent period there emerges a more varied picture with fabrics used for the manufacture
of particular vessel types or even a range of similar fabrics that could reflect the existence of
several production centres that produce the same types in similar or different recipes. This
could point out distinct manufacturing traditions and markedly different clays that can be
explained from a chronological and technological perspective. Furthermore, the wealth of
ceramic evidence at Heraion presented us with the potential to also explore inter-site relations
at a regional level through comparative examination of thin sections from other sites and an
extensive bibliographical research on form/finish/fabric comparanda and vessel parallels from
across the Aegean and Anatolia during the EBA.
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