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OVERVIEW

Göbekli Tepe is a site dating to the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A and B (PPN-A/B), i.e. from about
9,500/9,250 to 8000/7,750 calBC. It is located in present-day southeastern Turkey in the
Şanlıurfa region, about 15 km northwest of the city of Şanlıurfa. Due to its location on one of
the highest plateaus of the Germuş Mountains (around 770 m. above sea level), Göbekli Tepe
is clearly visible from the south from the Harran Plain and from the east and north from the
Cullap Suyu Basin. From the site itself, the plains around Göbekli Tepe are clearly visible, but
blurred in the haze.
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Göbekli Tepe was rediscovered in 1994 by K. Schmidt, M. Akman and M. Morsch during a
survey, and the first excavations began in the following year, 1995, and continue to this day. In
the first 20 years of its exploration, Göbekli Tepe was interpreted as a primarily ritual site, even
as a mountain shrine. The reason for this were the findings that were unexpected for the PPNA
and PPNB at that time, such as the monumental round-oval special buildings with numerous
large (3 to 5.5 m high) and partly richly decorated monoliths, so-called T-pillars. However, this
interpretation must be placed in a much more complex context by new excavation findings
from recent years. For the first time, the research has produced clear evidence of domestic
activities and indications of a permanent settlement at the site. Göbekli Tepe should thus be
interpreted as a settlement site with a pronounced ritual component.
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RESULTS

Göbekli Tepe, Turkey : A brief summary of
research at a new World Heritage Site
(2015-2019)

Göbekli Tepe: Neue Wohnhäuser der
Steinzeitjäger und die Wiederherstellung
alter Schutzdächer Archäologische
Ausgrabungen und
Konservierungsmaßnahmen

Göbekli Tepe : World Sensation between
Scientific Research and Media Demands

Ein Schutzdach für den Göbekli Tepe

The Tepe telegrams : news & notes from
the Göbekli Tepe Research Staff

Monumental – compared to what? A
perspective from Göbekli Tepe

Built on Rock - Towards a Reconstruction of
the "Neolithic" Topography of Göbekli Tepe

Göbekli Tepe, Türkei: Die Arbeiten der Jahre
2014 (Herbst) und 2015.

Göbekli Tepe - Bauforschung in den
Anlagen C und E in den Jahren 2010-2012

Göbekli Tepe, Turkey. A brief summary of
research at a new World Heritage Site
(2015–2019)

Tepe Telegrams

Studying the Use of Earth in Early
Architecture of Southwest and Central Asia

Shaking up the Neolithic - Tracing seismic
impact at Neolithic Göbekli
Tepe/Southeast-Türkiye by M. Kinzel (2024)

Ways In, Ways Out: A Preliminary Study of
Neolithic Wall and Roof Openings by
M.Kinzel (2024)

Inspired individuals and charismatic
leaders Hunter-gatherer crisis and the rise
and fall of invisible decision-makers at
Göbeklitepe by L. Clare (2024)

Built on Rock – Towards a Reconstruction of
the ›Neolithic‹ Topography of Göbekli Tepe
(Kinzel - Clare - Sönmez 2021)
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