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The 37th season of the German Institute of Archaeology and the Swiss Institute for Architectural
and Archaeological Research on Ancient Egypt at Elephantine was carried out from October 19th,
2007 till April 23rd, 2008.
The work on finds from earlier seasons was continued. This included studies of small finds, lithics
and pottery of the Old Kingdom, Nubian pottery, pottery of the Middle and New Kingdom, pigments
and human remains. The study of architectural fragments of the temples of Satet of the Middle
Kingdom and the Greco-Roman temples of Khnum, as well as the survey of rock-inscriptions, was
continued. A geophysical survey of the region of the First Cataract was resumed.
The conservation work of the wooden columns from the palace bakery of the First Intermediate
Period was continued in winter 2007. Restoration work focussed on the central part of the town of the
Third Millennium BC and to the temple of Satet built by Mentuhotep II.
Excavation work was carried out in the area between the temple of Satet and the sanctuary of
Heqaib, in the temple of Khnum and its later occupation layers and in the strata of the New Kingdom
south of the sanctuary of Heqaib and at the south-western part of the town enclosure of the 2nd
millennium BC (fig. 1-2).
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Fig. 1: Map of Aswan area, scale 1: 50.000 (from E.G.S.A.
sheet NG36B3b)

Fig.2: Elephantine Excavations 2007/2008, scale 1:2.000: 1. Area XVIII, town enclosure and
settlement of the Old Kingdom west of the temple of Satet; 2. Area II, strata of the New Kingdom; 3.
Temple of Khnum: later structure north of the temple; 4. Temple of Khnum: pronaos and house K19;
5: Town enclosure, south-western part; 6: restoration of the building complex of the Old Kingdom and
Middle Kingdom in the area south of the courtyard of the temple of Khnum.

1. Area XVIII: Town enclosure walls and settlement of the Third Millennium BC
(fig. 3-4, Pl. I-II)
In the 37th season the research in the area between the temple of Satet and the sanctuary of Heqaib
was continued. Here the natural rock formation slopes down to the flat granite in the northwest. Only
at the east of area XVIII are higher rocks, rising up about 3 metres. The Early Dynastic town wall
seems to follow these rocks in avoiding crossing the depression of the topography. The reason might
be that at this time the Nile periodically flooded the depression 1 . Additionally less building material
was needed by following the natural relief at one level. A foundation made of granite slabs might have
been a part of a tower of the Early Dynastic Town wall (fig 3.).

Fig. 3: Area XVIII: Settlement of the 4th Dynasty
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During the Old Kingdom the area outside the town wall was left open. No traces of any settlement
activity were found on the natural rock. Inside the wall the level of the settlement was raising. A close
sequence of occupation layers of the 3rd and 4th Dynasty was excavated. The town wall was renewed at
the end of the 4th dynasty or the beginning of the 5th dynasty. The foundation trench of this new wall
(M1523) cut the older settlement layers, but its location was more or less similar to the older one.
In the 5th dynasty this town wall was abandoned and a new wall was build (fig 4, Pl. I, M1529). It
no longer followed the line of higher rocks, but passed in a direct line through the depression. To form
this wall, first a foundation of about 1.60 m height made of granite slabs was set. The slabs were hewn
in situ from larger boulders. The area was covered by a layer of stone powder, granite chips, big
dolerite pounding stones and their fragments. These tools weighed up to 11 kg. The reason for such a
massive foundation was the Nile flood, which from time to time might have reached this level of
93.000m.

Fig. 4: Area XVIII: Town wall of the 5th Dynasty

A mud brick wall was built on top of the stone foundation. As later walls and structures that were
subsequently added have not been removed yet, we still do not know the thickness of the original wall.
Inside the town enclosure wall the area was filled up to the top of the foundation with debris. No
remains of any identifiable activity were preserved, thus the use of the ‘new’ part of town is unknown.
In the early 6th dynasty the area was completely reorganized 2 . At least three parallel foundation
walls (M782, M1528, M1567) were built against the town wall (M1529) and the area was filled up
with three metres of debris to level it. The debris consisted of settlement layers of the 5th dynasty that
were removed south-west of the Satet temple. Remains from the Satet temple itself, such as big pot
stands, hedgehog ships (Pl. II), 3 and other figurines were found in the filled areas. After raising this
area a new town enclosure wall (M784) was build on top of the debris.
P. Kopp.

2. Area II: Domestic Quarters of the New Kingdom (Pl. III)
The Swiss Institute continued the investigation of the domestic quarters of the New Kingdom in the
area to the south-west of the Heqaib Sanctuary (Area II) during the first half of the autumn season.
Besides some limited additional work concerning the ground plan and the sequence of internal phases
of House 61 (Bauschicht 8) work concentrated on the stratigraphical development of the preceding
layers. The results can be summarized as follows.
The occupation of the early 18th dynasty is characterised in this quarter of the town by maintaining
the existing street pattern and the renovation or rebuilding of houses already used in the Second
Intermediate Period. During the reign of Thutmose III the houses were abandoned and filled up with
debris. As the houses were preserved to a height of more than 1 meter, at the minimum, the filling up
was obviously a deliberate measure to raise the ground level. This might be seen in the broader frame
of major changes in the town structure during the construction of the Khnum Temple. During the reign
of Amenhotep II new houses were built in Area II (Bauschicht 9) without any relation to older walls.
The limits of the estates changed and the small alley leading from the main road into the domestic
quarter shifted to the south. The buildings of Bauschicht 9, however, are only preserved to a very
small extent. Except some courses of their foundations, the houses disappeared completely when the
area was levelled in the early Ramesside Period (Bauschicht 8), in order to prepare the area for the
construction of House 61.
To the west of House 61 excavation focused on a larger house of the early 18th dynasty, which
might have served as a bakery (House 100, Pl. III) at least partly. It consists of four smaller rooms in
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its northern part and a large courtyard south of it. The southern limit of the house cannot be
determined as it is covered by well-preserved houses of later periods. In the centre of the courtyard
evidence for a sequence of quern emplacements and small working compartments was found. The
latter are not larger than 4 sq m and were built with narrow walls. A door in the east wall of the
courtyard leads to another courtyard to the east of the house. It is filled up with a continuous sequence
of ashes and wind blown sand.
C. von Pilgrim

3. The Khnum Temple Precinct in the Ptolemaic-Roman period (Pl. IV)
From March 9th to March 27th 2008 the Swiss Institute continued its investigation of the PtolemaicRoman Khnum temple precinct. In addition to the documentation and analysis of the architecture of
the Khnum temple itself, one of the major aims of the project is the study of the buildings surrounding
the temple and their importance for the establishment of the temple as a social, economic and political
institution. Like in the previous seasons, the work was concentrated on the areas directly to the north
and south of the temple house.
1. Area north of the Khnum temple: The main focus of the work was the area north of the temple
and west of the cemetery of rams (Pl. IV) 4 . Here, the house of a priest from the Ptolemaic time was
uncovered (H 200). The house had 85 cm thick walls made of bricks laid in concave courses. The
building probably comprised four stories, with three or four rooms on each floor. Only the walls of the
southern half of the basement are preserved, however. At least two of the basement rooms must have
been entered separately through trap doors from a higher level. On the floor of one of the rooms two
well preserved bells were discovered. A similar bell had been found in an earlier season in the Ram
cemetery.
The priests’ house H 200 lay in an area which had been heavily disturbed by the building activities
of Nektanebo II, namely a construction ramp passing just along the west side of the house. After the
completion of the major construction work, the landscape of the area was rearranged in early
Ptolemaic times. This season several small terrace walls were found which had been built to
compensate for the sloping ground level. A small ramp with flanking walls was built to lead up from a
lower level in the west to a higher level in the east. Next to the foot of the ramp the remains of several
plants were found, including a small palm tree. It is still unclear, however, whether the plants were
contemporary with the ramp or were placed here during an earlier phase.
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The work north of the temple has also provided information on the use of the area before and after
Greco-Roman times. In the Third Intermediate Period a large building had stood here, of which
several whitewashed walls and parts of a stone paving have been uncovered so far. The building was
subsequently covered by a thick layer of stone debris which seems to originate from the building
activities of Psametik II west of the Khnum temple 5 . Afterwards, a stone gate was constructed in the
area closing the gap between the Khnum temple complex and the Satet temple compound in the north.
The construction of a thin terrace wall made it possible to level the ground west of the gate.
In the Late Antique and Early Medieval periods the area was occupied by domestic buildings. The
earliest occupation layer of this period, from the Fifth and Sixth Centuries A.D. (Stratum 01), was
heavily damaged by the subsequent dismantling activities in the Khnum temple. Traces of a house
were found, however, as well as the remains of what could have been a pottery workshop. Much better
preserved was house T51 of the Seventh Century (Stratum 02), one of the largest houses thus far
investigated on Elephantine 6 . The house comprised a staircase and three rooms on the ground floor as
well as a yard in front of the house. The entrance facade was heavily plastered and the entrance door
had a well fitted frame. In the Ninth Century (Stratum 03) the front court was enlarged and received a
stone pavement. In a room next to the court a vaulted cellar was constructed below the ground level.
To the east of T51 a large working space with a large mill was added (T52). During the Ninth Century
parts of the buildings seem to have burnt down and afterwards renovated for a final time before being
abandoned in the Tenth Century.
The foundations of the Late Antique houses frequently contained stone blocks from earlier
buildings. A large cornice block of Psametik II was used as the threshold of house T51. In the
foundation of T52, a relief block probably dating to the 25th Dynasty, was found. This is one of the
first blocks from this period found on Elephantine. Other finds include a small obelisk with a
representation of Osiris and Isis, two fragments of stele and parts of small screen walls, all of which
probably originate from minor cult installations of the Greco-Roman period which stood between the
Khnum temple and the cemetery of rams.
2. Area South of the Khnum temple: In addition to the work north of the Khnum temple, the
stratigraphical work south of the temple was continued 7 . As in past seasons, the layers of the First to
Tenth Centuries A.D. were studied. From the Sixth Century the remains of a metallurgical oven were
discovered, including many fragments of moulds. Most of the moulds were used to produce small
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bowls with a knob decoration along the border. Some of the bowls were decorated with a Christian
cross on the bottom.
3. Decoration and construction details of the Khnum temple: The study of the fragments of the
decoration of the Ptolemaic pronaos of the Khnum temple was continued. All fragments deriving from
the capitals of the twelve large columns of the pronaos were catalogued, about 800 in total. Seven
different types of capitals may be distinguished (lily, palm, two versions of palmette and four versions
of composite papyrus and palmette capitals). Taking the symmetrical design of the pronaos into
consideration, the composition of at least ten of the twelve capitals of the pronaos can now be
identified for certain. More difficult to reconstruct are the capitals of the columns from the temple
courtyard. So far, lily, composite and lotus capitals have been identified.
In addition, the documentation of construction details of the temple precinct was continued,
including the column bases of the pronaos, the gate of the pylon and the exit to the staircase leading to
the Satet temple. The investigation of the threshold of the gate leading to the staircase that goes to the
Satet temple revealed various phases in its design 8 . In the Middle and New Kingdom, the water
channel must have originated in the Khnum temple itself. Only with the final enlargement of the
temple courtyard in Early Roman times the channel was cut and a vertical filling hole integrated into
the threshold. At the same time the threshold was raised considerably, apparently to give the location
more prominence through an elevated position.
F. Arnold

4. Area XIV: Town enclosure (Pl. V)
During the second half of the season, in the spring, the Swiss Institute resumed the investigation of
the town wall at the western edge of the town (Pl. V). Some poor remains of the town wall had been
there uncovered about twenty years ago but no proper evidence for the construction date of the wall
was ascertained 9 . However, due to its similar construction technique it can be assumed that this part of
the wall belong to the same enclosure dating to the Middle Kingdom of which another part had been
uncovered at the south-western edge of the town 10 . The few remaining parts of the wall - all preserved
not higher than three layers of bricks – allow reconstructing a former width of the wall of 3, 20m.
As the wall was built on the former sloped and sandy riverbank it was necessary to prepare and
consolidate the building ground. Accordingly, large parts of the wall were built on top of a layer of
roughly broken pieces of red granite covered with a layer of sandy debris in order to gain a flat
8
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surface. The front line of that foundation layer was set with larger, undressed blocks of red granite. At
a distance of 3, 50m to the west a second row of similar stones was uncovered. It marks the front line
of the foundation of a later phase of the wall of which only some isolated bricks are preserved. The
slope outside the wall was strengthened with a glacis made of bricks.
The northern continuation of (all different phases of) the town wall was completely destroyed by
quarrying granite in the early Roman Period. In earlier seasons the eastern end of the large quarry zone
had been investigated. 11 Thus, this season the team investigated the western end of this larger quarry
zone.
As no strata are preserved that are attached to the wall’s brickwork, any evidence for its
construction date must be based on pottery sherds in the debris beneath the wall. Accordingly, it can
be assumed that the town wall was not built before the late Middle Kingdom or early Second
Intermediate Period. A closer evaluation, however, must await further analysis of the collected sherds
in the frame of a ceramic sequencing of the site.
A clear terminus ante quem, however, is evidenced by the fact that the wall was destroyed in the
18th dynasty. Any date for the later, outer phase of the wall is still open to debate. Currently, the
ceramic evidence collected is too contradictory to suggest a possible date.
C. von Pilgrim

5. Temple of Khnum: decoration of the New Kingdom
During the second half of the 37th excavation campaign, epigraphical work on the blocks of the 18th
Dynasty Khnum temple took place. From April 12th to the 22nd, 33 blocks were collated that had been
found between 2003 and 2007, and subsequently documented.
A series of 12 blocks originally forming the second highest row of decorated blocks of the temple
house was re-investigated. Formerly thought to have been decorated during the reign of Psametik, due
to the whitewashed surface showing kheker-friezes on the exterior of these blocks, further
investigation suggests that these blocks are paralleled by those belonging to the building programme
of the 18th Dynasty, dating to the time of Thutmose III at the latest. Until now, three corners of this
building can be traced down. Recently, however, another block that came to light (C 756) that matches
the measurements of this main group. Block C 756 is of great importance as it not only proves to be a
corner stone belonging to the lowest stone layer, but also shows the suffixes of the 3rd person singular
stative, thus referring to Hatshepsut who decorated parts of the inner sanctuary of the Khnum temple.
Interestingly, the corner was partly left unfinished as is evidenced by the unfinished carving of the
raised relief on the exterior surface of the block. Another block, C 846, bears a two-lined hieratic
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graffito of a ‘scribe of the magazine of the vizier’, dated to the New Kingdom, thus giving a clue of
the original height of the block within the wall, which must have been in easy reach for this scribe.
Some of the blocks, C 834, C 840 and C 841 belong to a comparably thin wall of 65 cm made in
Nubian sandstone and were added to the temple of Khnum during the reign of Thutmose IV, while the
rest of the temple was made of sandstone from Gebel es-Silsila. All three blocks not only fit neatly
with each other but also allow the reconstruction of two complete scenes. Although it is not yet clear
whether these three blocks belong to the temple of Khnum itself, or form part of an additional
building, its unique decoration points to an outer wall: a scene carved in sunk relief shows Thutmose
IV, wearing the crown of Upper and Lower Egypt, smiting an enemy. The inside of the wall –
decorated in raised relief – shows the same pharaoh in front of an offering table presented to Khnum.
M. Bommas

6. The New Kingdom-Pottery from Elephantine (Pl. VI)
The 2008-study season on the New Kingdom pottery from Elephantine (March, 14th to April, 11th)
was a continuation of the work conducted in 2000-2003 and 2006. The focus was on material from
excavations in “area II” and “area III South” from 2004 to 2007. These areas are situated at the
northern edge of the kom and have yielded several domestic buildings of both the 18th Dynasty and the
Ramesside period 12 .
The time of the mid-18th Dynasty marks the beginning of the appearance of decorated pottery
wares of the New Kingdom in Elephantine 13 . Within the category of painted vessels, a group of mono, bi-, and polychrome decorated marl clay vessels is remarkable. These are bottles with a long neck,
made in Marl A2 and A4 clays of the Vienna System and painted either in red and black, in red, black
and blue, or in black only. The motifs comprise simple linear designs as well as floral and faunal
elements (e.g. flowers, lotus buds, ducks and papyrus, Pl. VIa-b 14 ). The published parallels are dated
to the reigns of Amenhotep II to Thutmose IV 15 , which corresponds well with the stratigraphic
evidence at Elephantine [Bauschicht 9]. The provenience of most of the complete vessels in museums
is unknown, but they are said to come from Thebes. A “Theban manufacture” as proposed by C.
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Hope 16 would be consistent with finds by the German Archaeological Institute Cairo in the temple of
Seti I at Qurna 17 . In the case of the sherds from Elephantine, a Theban provenience is therefore very
likely.
Because of the archaeological contexts and the pictorial evidence from tombs of nobles we know of
two central meanings of such decorated vessels. Firstly, as offerings in royal temples, more precisely
in Houses of Millions of years and thus related to the cult of Amun and the king 18 and secondly, as
wine jars used in the Beautiful Feast of the Valley during banquets, as memorized by the Theban elite
on their tomb walls. Both sources have a cultic connotation in common and are closely connected with
festivals. One can assume that the imported nature of such vessels found outside of Thebes, far from
decreasing their special character, may have enhanced the sense that they were not intended for
everyday use. In the case of the material from Elephantine, the buildings that have yielded the pottery
fragments are located in the immediate vicinity of the temple of Khnum. We know of close
interconnections between the cults at Elephantine and the ones at Thebes 19 . The highest Theban
officials spent on a regular basis some time in the area of the southern border of Egypt. Parallel to the
increasing importance of local festivals, there is evidence that the hometown and cult for local gods of
one’s place of birth were prominent issues during the New Kingdom 20 . It seems very likely that
Theban officials imported particular votives – as well as objects of both daily use and luxury – when
being abroad. This might explain why the majority of decorated wares at Elephantine, including blue
painted ware, originated from Thebes during the New Kingdom.
In addition to often poorly provenanced material in museums, the fragments of decorated pottery
vessels from stratified contexts of the mid-18th Dynasty at Elephantine will contribute to a better
understanding of the use and function of specific vessels of a very innovative period within the ancient
Egyptian pottery industry.
J. Budka
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7. Third Intermediate Period: King Ini on Elephantine (Pl. VII) 21
During the removal of surface debris in the south-western part of the tell, an interesting group of
stamped bricks was found during the spring 2008 season. Although all of these are fragmentary, it can
be determined that originally the length must have exceeded 40 cm, the width 18 cm and the height 10
cm. With these dimensions, the bricks belong to the largest group of building material on Elephantine.
Even though the single stamp impression offers problems in each case, the group provides proof
for the cartouche of a King Ini (Pl. VII; Gardiner W25+ double flowering reed M17).
The practice of stamping bricks started in the early New Kingdom, the first example is attested in
the reign of Ahmose 22 . Thus, rulers prior to the 2nd Intermediate Period, whose royal names have a
similar orthography in the advanced 1st Intermediate Period, 23 or other similar names from the Old and
Middle Kingdoms 24 may be excluded safely. The kings with the name “Intef” might have been
addressed with an abbreviation “Ini” 25 , but such a protocol is not attested 26 for any of the rulers of the
17th Dynasty. Furthermore there is no evidence for a royal presence of the later kings of the 17th
Dynasty on Elephantine at all. It is doubtful whether these Theban kings had, at the peak of the power
of the Kerma Culture, sovereignty over Elephantine Island 27 . Indeed, the fortresses at the 2nd Cataract
were taken over by the head of the territory of Kerma 28 : the mayor Sobeknakht reports on a raid
headed by Kerma, to the Egyptian metropolis of Elkab, 200 km north of Elephantine 29 . The volume of
contemporary Egyptian tomb equipment and private and royal statuary (presumably pillaged from
Egypt, such as statues from Assiut and Elkab) found in the tumuli of Kerma, indicate the extent to
which the “ruler of Kush” must have been able to exercise influence and power in Elephantine and
across the boundary to Egypt during the second half of the 17th Dynasty.
The king should therefore be identified with the rarely attested king Menkheperre-Ini, an Upper
Egyptian ruler of the Third Intermediate Period. Ini had at least 5 regnal years during the last decades
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before the Kushite expansion successfully reached the Thebais, and the complete Nile valley 30 . His
monuments are few 31 : a graffito of a private person on the roof of the temple of Khons at Karnak is
dated to his 5th regnal year 32 , two objects, a stone vessel fragment from the temple of Mut in Karnak, a
bronze plaque of Theban provenance, 33 and a votive vessel from the excavations of Amélineau at
Abydos, bear his name. J. YOYOTTE proved his presence on the stela Louvre C100 of princess
Mutirdis, priestess of Mut who is depicted behind her father, king Ini. Thus far, scholars think that
Ini’s sphere of influence was confined to the domain of Amun at Karnak, although he might have had
ties to Umm el-Qaab at Abydos where a votive donation is attested 34 .
Whatever Ini was building, two factors seem to be obvious:
1) It must have been extensive, as four different stamps for his cartouche have been found so far.
2) Only few years later, the Kushite king Kashta appears successful at the 1st Cataract, followed
by Piye who conquers Egypt totally. An early inscription of the Kushites in the 1st Cataract
mentions king Kashta 35 , his daughter, the “divine consort of Amun” Amenirdis I and her
steward Harwa. Ini´s activity might be related to the appearance of Kashta in these decades.
The reason of the damnatio memoriae of his name in Thebes remains a matter of debate and
probably reflects internal political turbulence shortly before the arrival of the Kushites, to
whom his attitude is not known 36 . It is possible that Ini belonged to those in Thebes who were
ready to be integrated in the “affermissement du protectorat de Napata”, as Osorkon III did
with the adoption of Kashtas daughter Amenirdis I by his daughter Shepenupet I, the “divine
consort of Amun” 37 .
The 3rd Intermediate Period administration still had the office of a “Viceroy of Nubia”, and a strong
interest in a strategic presence at the border and to the access to the resources in the South 38 . The
bricks from Elephantine attest that Ini still had influence at long distance, and was responsible for
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building activity in the south, the nature of which still has to be identified. Perhaps these bricks will
one day help to find further aspects of an ambitious vision that Yoyotte first detected in the titles of Ini
on the stela for Mutirdis: a restoration of military force and the allusion to the unification of the
country 39 .
Dietrich Raue

8. Studies on the fragments of Ptolemaic and Roman temples in Elephantine and Aswan
The large collection of fragments included in the register of representative remains of Ptolemaic
and Roman decoration of the Khnum Temple was expanded by several dozen specimens and currently
amounts to 578 entries.
The list of research questions formulated at the end of work conducted in autumn 2006 40 remain
valid, considering the stylistic diversity of excavated material of the fragments deposited years ago in
the lapidaria. The conclusion regarding the existence of hitherto unidentified accompanying buildings
within the temenos of the Khnum temple remains valid. The hypothesis that such buildings existed
arises primarily from the difficulty in determining the location of all the identified groups of fragments
within the Khnum temple (according to its architectural and chronological definition).
In the autumn of 2007 particular attention was given to the following issues:
1. Defining the extent of the parts of decoration executed in very flat high-relief, mostly
represented by fragments originally from the upper parts of the building – architraves, abacuses, upper
friezes. This decoration is associated with the pronaos. Confirmation of this location is provided by an
enormous fragment of architrave GR 202 found during exploration of this part of the temple. The
group created as a result of studies conducted in autumn 2007 also included decoration of jambs, texts
which accompanied figurative scenes, as well as figures that constituted these scenes 41 . Studies on this
material serve to determine the relationship between this part of the decoration with contemporaneous
decorative fragments, designated “Complex VIII” years ago. They should also aid in interpreting the
relation between “Complex VIII” and the decoration from the time of Domitian, which imitated its
style 42 .
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2. Chronological classification and determination of the location of decorative fragments carved in
high-relief with iconographic details sculpted in lower relief 43 . Verification of the hypothesis that
connects this group with the decorative activity of Ptolemy VI Philometor inside of the pronaos (the
same atelier, perhaps).
3. Assigning a new location to Ptolemaic decorative fragments classified as “Complex IX” (in 2007
expanded by GR 530, 552, 553, 555, 556+549, 557) previously considered to be associated with the
courtyard of the Khnum temple. The search for a new location is due to a newly established dating of
the courtyard to the Roman Period. The research dilemma arises from the fact that this decoration
(largely attested in fragments of friezes from tops of walls) is very different in style from the group of
decorative fragments in flattened high-relief, discussed above.
4. Study of the problem of thick plaster preserved on the surface of many fragments assigned to
different locations:
a – Analysing the stylistic traits of a group of fragments with decoration in sunken relief, covered
with thick, well-adhering plaster hypothetically dated to the Ptolemaic Period 44 . The aim of the study
is to establish criteria allowing to differentiate (without the help of chemical analyses) between thick
plaster laid already in the Ptolemaic Period from thick, crumbling plaster attested on Elephantine in
the period from Trajan to Antoninus Pius 45 .
b – Establishing a dating and location of fragments decorated in high-relief, with thick plaster
preserved on their surface 46 . The attribution of the presence of this plaster to renovation efforts of the
Ptolemaic reliefs under Trajan and Antoninus Pius, or considering these fragments as decoration
executed during the reign of these rulers, suggests that they should be associated with the exterior
parts of the temple, which bore traces of activity of Trajan, Hadrian and Antoninus Pius. The
convention of placing high-reliefs limits the location options to the courtyard walls. However, in the
case of these renovated reliefs such a location is ruled out by the dating of the courtyard of the Khnum
temple to the Roman Period.
c – Assigning a location to the decoration executed in careful sunken relief, including iconographic
details, covered with thick plaster 47 . Studies on this material should verify the accuracy of the
association made between high-class relief and Ptolemaic decoration. It seems that the common use of
thick plaster masking the relief contributed to deterring executing detail in relief during the Roman
Period. Searching for a location of this decoration beyond the facade of the Khnum temple indicates,
according to the current state of knowledge, the possibility to associate it only with the exterior walls
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of the pronaos (reliefs on the exterior walls of the naos, executed under Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II and
then Trajan, were covered with painted decoration in a completely different style. (“Complex VII”).
d – Distinguishing a part of decoration that was evidently renewed (two painted layers) 48 in order
to use it as material employed to identify the decoration mentioned in 4a- 4c.
A valuable addition to the research conducted in the lapidaria of Elephantine was the identification
of spolia found in the course of rescue excavation work of the Joint Swiss-Egyptian Mission in
Aswan. This material poses further research problems. These are connected with a significant increase
of knowledge of Aswan as a significant urban centre, widespread in territory and functionally diverse.
Although the influence of the clergy of Elephantine on the shape of the religious life of Aswan and the
theology of its temples remains a fact, information is still lacking as to the number and character of
temples built in this city. The issue of the provenance of fragments of temples found in Aswan must
often be left unresolved.
This year’s research on spolia found during exploration of a building discovered behind a newly
constructed basilica in Aswan proper seems to provide enough arguments to associate it with a late
temple of Khnum on Elephantine. The studied group, numbering 36 fragments, includes 4 fragments
classified as decoration executed during the New Kingdom, 13 fragments bearing reliefs of Nektanebo
II, and 19 Ptolemaic and Roman fragments. Among the latter there are fragments of decoration dating
to the reign of Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II from the exterior walls of the naos described and published
as “Complex VII”(e.g. 7-32-17-1/4, 7-32-17-1/1), two decorative fragments by Ptolemy VIII classified
as ”Complex XII” (7-32-14-1/4, 7-32-14-1/5), fragments of decoration from the courtyard of the
Khnum temple from the time of Trajan and Antoninus Pius (e.g. 7-32-22-1/3, 7-32-4-1/9+7-32-141/8), and fragments of decoration from the reign of Ptolemy VIII, renovated under Trajan and
Antoninus Pius (7-32-67-1/17, 7-32-67-1/2 + 7-32-67-1/5 ).
The material stored at the lapidarium next to the Isis temple, which comes from several excavation
sites around Aswan, as a different character. The majority of this material consists of fragments of a
Roman temple or temples; the stylistic traits of the relief is unparalleled on Elephantine.
Hypothetically this material can be associated with the temple of Tiberius in Aswan. A serious
research problem is the provenance of chronologically diverse Ptolemaic fragments. Several fragments
seem to be the decorative work of Ptolemy VI Philometor (e.g. ASW 4-5-0/1), also known for his
activity on Elephantine. Material marked with cartouches of this ruler also has iconographic parallels
in the decoration of the Satet temple on Elephantine (e.g. ASW 184, ASW 217=4-14-45). Material
from Elephantine, associated with the so-called “Tempel Y” can be used as a parallel for fragments
signed with the cartouches of Ptolemy IX Soter II (this also applies to the atypical version of this
ruler’s name cf. ASW 241=5-13-00, ASW 274=5-13-00). Determining the provenance of decoration
executed under Ptolemy IV Philopator (e.g. ASW 368 = 5-13-00/29) is not an easy task due to the
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documented activity of this ruler both on Elephantine (“Baukomplex X”), and in the Isis temple in
Aswan.
A lack of a clear understanding as to the provenance of the material from Aswan, coupled at the
same time with hope for new discoveries brought about by salvage excavations indicate caution in
interpreting the late temples on Elephantine solely based on their fragments excavated on the island.

9. Human skeletons
The investigation on the human skeletal remains excavated during the 7th -11th and the 21st field
season in the necropolis of Elephantine was continued by the members of the Göttingen
Paleopathology Study Group in spring 2008.
During this season, the remains of an additional 175 individuals were detected and studied.
Altogether, 26 children, 6 juveniles and 143 adults were identified (62 females, 60 males, 53
individuals of undeterminable sex).
As in the last two seasons, a high percentage of individuals were identified who had suffered from
bone fractures of at least one part of the skeleton (n = 44/175). Males, females and children were
affected.
Severe changes due to degenerative diseases of the vertebral column (n = 16/175) and of the
extremity joints (n = 42/175) indicate physical strain and overload.
Inflammatory diseases of the respiratory tract were found in a number of bodies. Diseases which
are provoked by respiratory illness, such as sinusitis maxillaris (n = 23/175), otitis media (n = 18/175)
and mastoiditis (n = 16/175) were very often found in adults and in children. In most of the cases,
otitis media and mastoiditis were coexistent diseases. Pathological changes of the meninges occurred
at a high frequency (n = 37/175).
Dental diseases, such as periodontal diseases (n = 22/175), calculus (n = 18/175) and severe
attrition of the teeth were observed very frequently, whereas dental caries was not common in this
population (n = 8/175).
M. Schultz, J. Gresky, A. Kozak

10. Rock inscriptions (Pl. VIII-IX)
From December 23rd, 2007 until January 7th, 2008, work on recording rock inscriptions on
Elephantine and in its immediate surroundings was continued. This season's main objectives were the
rock inscriptions located in Gebel Tagug village. Originally, this site formed a wide bay south of
Aswan town, providing easy access to the river. Abundant remains of ancient quarrying demonstrate

that this place was used to extract granite blocks and to transport them to be shipped to their final
destinations.
A long row of granite blocks extending from the entrance to the village right to the river bank
borders this bay southward. These rocks carry a large number of rock inscriptions, about 21 texts
altogether. While the greater part of them was already included in earlier publications 49 , a couple of
texts could be newly discovered.
Most of the inscriptions date from the Middle Kingdom and belonged to military personnel and
other officials, some of them presenting extensive family lists (Pl. VIII). However there is also one of
the few Late Period inscriptions located here, namely a text by Harwa, steward of the divine consort
Amenirdis, daughter of the Kushite king Kashta (Pl. IX). In addition, a New Kingdom inscription was
newly discovered close to the riverbank.
During this field season all of the free-standing inscriptions were documented, making important
additions and corrections to earlier copies. A few of the inscriptions, however, are partly buried by
recent accumulations of rubbish. These need to be cleaned (perhaps during the next season) before
proper documentation can be undertaken.
Apart from work at Gebel Tagug, the documentation of inscriptions in the Feryal-garden of Aswan
and at the modern Nilometer of Aswan was continued. Here, earlier copies of some particularly hard
to read inscriptions were checked, and the large inscription of Dedusebek in the garden could be
documented.
At this site also, one inscription, discovered by Labib Habachi, was found to be partly buried in the
soil of the modern garden and needs to be cleared before documentation. Hopefully this can be done in
the next season.
St. J. Seidlmayer

11. The Archaeological Area: restoration work (Pl. X)
At the building complex of the late Old Kingdom, the restoration work of last season was
continued on the opposite side of the Palace Bakery Street (House 154 in area XXIV). It is intended to
present major parts of the building complex of the late Old Kingdom / early First Intermediate Period
(Bauschicht XVIII), whose walls were partially still in use in the early Middle Kingdom 50 , to future
visitors.
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Several additions were made in the restoration of the temples of Satet. Among them is the
indication of a brick pavement in the courtyard of the temple of Mentuhotep II, that surrounds the
limestone basin (Pl. X).
D. Raue

Pl. I: Area XVIII, town wall of the 5th Dynasty

Pl. II: Area XVIII: bow of a hedgehog ship, 5th Dynasty

Pl. III: Area II: House 100, 18th Dynasty

Pl. IV: Area north of the Khnum temple

Pl. V: Area XIV: Town enclosure, foundation in the south-western part
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Pl. VIa+b: Fragments of decorated vessels from the mid-18 Dynasty

Pl. VII: Mud brick with stamp impression of King Ini, Third Intermediate Period

Pl. VIII: Large family-list of the Middle Kingdom chief steward Imenemhat-Nehyseneb
at Gebel Tagug

Pl. IX: Inscription of Harwa, steward of divine consort Amenirdis, daughter of king Kashta
(25th Dyn.) at Gebel Tagug

Pl. X: Temple of Mentuhotep II for Satet, reconstruction of mud brick pavement

