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The 39th season of the German Institute of Archaeology and the Swiss Institute for Architectural
and Archaeological Research on Ancient Egypt at Elephantine was carried out from October 10th,
2009 till December 17th, 2009 and from December 29th, 2009 to April 26th, 2010.
The primary focus of this season was the Aswan Museum Project of the Supreme Council of
Antiquities, which is supported by the German Archaeological Institute in terms of its design and by
the necessary excavations prior to building activity. The secondary focus was continuing the fieldwork at the south-western part of the town enclosure which dates to the 2nd millennium BC (Fig. 1-2).
Additionally, we continued to work on finds from earlier seasons. This included studies of small
finds, seal impressions and lithic implements dating to the Old Kingdom, pottery of the New
Kingdom, the Late Roman era, Nubian pottery, as well as human skeletons. The study of architectural
fragments of the temples of Satet from the Middle Kingdom, and the various Greco-Roman temples
were continued; together with the conservation of a group of bronze accessories such as uraei, royal
beards, and crowns associated with the statues that were found in the terrace of the temple of Satet.
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The Inspectorate of Antiquities was represented by the chief-inspector Osama Abd el-Latif Abd el-Halim, the
inspectors for the excavations Mostafa Hassan Khalil (autumn 2009), Fahmy Mahmud El-Amin (winter
2009/2010), Amal Sarif Tadrus (spring 2010), and for the work in the magazines Ahmed Mohamed Hassan
Mohamed (autumn 2009), Shathli Abd el-Azim Ali Abd el-Azim (winter 2009/2010) and Zeinab el-Sayed
Ghalib (spring 2010). To them, as well as to the general director of Aswan, Dr. Mohammed el-Bialy, we would
like to express our sincere thanks for their kind support and cooperation.

Fig. 1: Map of Aswan, scale 1:50,000 (from E.G.S.A. sheet NG36B3b).
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Fig. 2: Elephantine Excavations 2009/2010, scale 1:2.000: 1. Area between the old museum and the
annex and northern part of the garden of the museum (area XXXVI); 2. Temple of Satet (New
Kingdom); 3: Area XIV: Town enclosure, south-western part.
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1. Excavations conducted in the garden area of the Elephantine Island Museum (Area XXXVI)
(Figs. 3-5)

Due to the extensions planned for the Aswan Museum on Elephantine Island, the German Institute
of Archaeology started excavations in October 2009 in the areas that will be over-built in the future.
The work was first concentrated on the space between the old Museum and the Annex. In December
the excavated area was extended to the garden located to the east of the Museum.
The oldest archaeological structure on Elephantine is the town enclosure of the 2nd Dynasty (Fig.
3). This wall is already well known from earlier fieldwork carried out in the area of the Satet temple
and the northern town. The wall leads from the Satet temple to the northeast, between the old Museum
and the Annex and continues to the vicinity of the storerooms in the northern garden. Here, it most
likely turns to the east and follows the Nile’s shore to the eastern corner of the Early Dynastic fortress.
In its first phase it consisted of two connected walls. In its second phase, still during the 2nd Dynasty, a
third wall was added at the inner side of the settlement. The enclosure wall was built up to a height of
more than 94,50 m above sea level on large granite boulders which were sited at a high level to protect
the wall from the annual Nile inundation 1 .

Fig. 3: Area between the old museum and the annex (area XXXVI): Town enclosure wall of the 2nd
Dynasty.
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M. ZIERMANN, Elephantine XVI: Befestigungsanlagen und Stadtentwicklung in der Frühzeit und im frühen
Alten Reich, AV 87, Mainz 1993, p. 100.
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On the inner side of the town enclosure a 60 cm strip of the settlement layers of the 2nd Dynasty
was preserved. Several floor layers and some associated walls were excavated. Due to the small
preserved area it was not possible to determine any function of this part of the settlement.
The settlement of the middle-late 2nd Dynasty was also preserved in the area in front of the veranda
of the old museum 2 . On top of the natural granite were badly preserved walls measuring to a
maximum height of 50 cm. These were all that were left by the sebbakhin after the settlement layers
and floors had been quarried away.
Between the Annex and the old Museum lies a structure made up of many granite slabs (Fig. 4). It
is parallel to the Early Dynastic town wall and might be the substructure of a “way” leading up to a
gate. Due to the surrounding buildings it was not possible to continue the research in this area.
Hopefully a continuation of the research into this important feature will be possible at a later date.

Fig. 4: Area between the old museum and the annex (area XXXVI): Structure of granite slabs.

Also situated between the Annex and the old Museum are two kilns (Fig. 5). The filling of both
contained pottery of the 12th Dynasty and therefore they are likely dated to the Middle Kingdom. The
lower parts were well preserved as they were embedded into the ground. The western kiln was
2

See for the adjoining area M. ZIERMANN, Elephantine XXVIII: Die Baustrukturen der älteren Stadt (Frühzeit
und Altes Reich), AV 108, Mainz 2003, pp. 20ff.
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preserved to a height of 1,2 m and had an inner diameter of 0,8 m. An arch indicates that it had two
levels and an entrance from the side to the lower level is preserved. It was most likely a pottery kiln
with separate chambers for the fire and the pottery. Two other kilns of a similar dating have been
found at a similar level a few meters to the North during earlier excavations 3 .

Fig. 5: Area between the old museum and the annex (area XXXVI): Western Kiln, Middle Kingdom.
Also during the 12th Dynasty the Early Dynastic town wall was used as a terrace wall. Although the
town wall had ceased to function as such it was still, for a number of centuries, a significant feature of
the topography of the island and was the case until late antiquity (5th-8th century AD). In late antiquity
a thick wall was built parallel to the 2nd dynasty town wall. On its northern side stood a row of smaller
rooms, of which only one had not been destroyed by later sebbakhin digging. On the floor pottery
vessels and grinding stones were found in situ. The pottery of the room fill confirms a date of between
the 5th and 8th centuries AD.
Peter Kopp
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M. BOMMAS, Nordoststadt: Siedlungsbebauung der 1. Zwischenzeit und des Mittleren Reiches nordwestlich
des Inselmuseums, in: W. KAISER ET AL., Stadt und Tempel von Elephantine. 21./22. Grabungsbericht, pp.
147f., Abb. 19.
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2. The Satet temple of the New Kingdom: Architectural documentation (Figs. 6-8)

As part of an ongoing effort to reassemble its foundation blocks, the Satet-temple of the New
Kingdom as reconstructed by W. KAISER in 1978-1980 was documented architecturally 4 . Aside from
supplying a set of plans, the detailed documentation of the building led to numerous observations on
the design and execution of the temple 5 .

Fig. 6: Temple of Satet (18th Dynasty): Ground plan of the Satet-temple incorporating new results.

1. Design: On the basis of an exhaustive investigation of the monument’s original measurements,
the design process can be reconstructed in some detail (Fig. 6). The architects first defined the
dimensions of the rooms required by the building program according to whole cubits (c.) 6 : the
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For a preliminary report on the reconstruction see W. KAISER, Satettempel und Zwischenbereich zum
Chnumtempel, in: ID. ET AL., Stadt und Tempel von Elephantine. Dritter Grabungsbericht, in: MDAIK 28,2,
1973, pp. 159-161, ID., Satettempel: Architektur und Reliefdekor des Tempels der 18. Dynastie, in: ID. ET AL.,
Stadt und Tempel von Elephantine. Achter Grabungsbericht, in: MDAIK 36, 1980, pp. 254-264.
5
Participants: BENEDIKT BÜHRLE, ANDREAS JOHANNES, HARDY MAAß, PETER MARCEL WACKER, Season:
December 28, 2009 – January 14, 2010.
6
The basic measurement of the temple was 1 cubit (c.) = 7 palms (p.) = 52.5 cm.
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sanctuary (E) 5 x 5 c., the antechamber (D) 4 x 5 c., the back room (F) 3 x 15 c., the offering hall (C) 3
x 10 c., the cult room of Amun (B) 4 x 10 c., the pillared hall (A) 10 x 15 c. The thickness of the
dividing walls, however, was not defined according to whole cubits but to common building norms
(1½ c., 1 c. 4 palms (p.), 1 c. 5 p.).
As a result, the dimension of the rooms had to be adjusted slightly: rooms B and C were extended
to a length of 10½ c., rooms A and F to a width of 15 c. 1 p. By adding the individual measurements,
the total dimensions of the temple houses were calculated to be 18 c. 4 p. by 30 c. 1½ p.
In a second step, the architects sought to surround the temple proper on all sides by an ambulatory
with pillars placed at regular intervals. As an approximation of its calculated size, the temple was
surrounded by 6 x 9 pillars with a regular intercolumniation of 4 c. 1 p. The pillars themselves were
defined to be 1 c. 4½ p. thick, the distance between two pillars thus being exactly 2½ c. 7 As a result,
the overall dimensions of the building added up to 26½ c. by 38 c. 6 ½ c. – clear proof that the
building was designed on the basis of relative proportions of its different parts, rather than a single plot
size. The distance between the pillars and the temple proper was determined to be 2½ c. – exactly one
intercolumniation. In order to conform to this requirement, the temple house had to be reduced in its
width by 2½ p. and elongated by 3 p. Accordingly, rooms D and E were reduced in width from 5 c. to
4 c. 4½ p., rooms A and F were reduced in length from 15 c. 1 p. to 14 c. 5½ p., and room F was
extended in width from 3 c. to 3 c. 1 p. The temple house remained 2 p. short in length – a difference
accommodated at its front by widening the distance between the temple house and the pillars from 2½
c. to 2 c. 5½ p. This final adjustment of the temple proper to the requirements of the surrounding
pillars may be observed on the foundation blocks, where 2 p. in front of the final façade a second
incised line was drawn.

Room A
Room B
Room C
Room D
Room E
Room F
Ambulatory
Temple
Proper

Width
Cubits,
palms
10
4
3
4
5
3, 1
26½
18, 1½

Length
cm
Cubits,
palms
525
14, 5½
210
10½
157.5
10½
210
4, 4½
262.5
4, 4½
165
14, 5½
1391.25 38, 6½
956.25 30, 2½

cm
776.25
551.25
551.25
243.75
243.75
776.25
2043.75
1593.75

Table 1: List of room sizes and building dimensions according to the final design.
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In its final state, the width of the pillars varies between 84 and 87 cm, with 85 cm being the most common. 1 c.
4½ p. would equal 86.25 cm.
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In its final version, the temple proper was 18 c. 1½ p. wide and 30 c. 2½ p. long. Initially the result
of various adjustments, the dimensions conform exactly to a ratio of 3:5 8 . That this proportion did not
result by chance is suggested by its reappearance in another crucial instance: the ratio of the
intercolumniation (4 c. 1 p.) to the height of the pillars (6 c. 6 1/3 p.) 9 . The ratio of 3:5 is of special
interest as it constitutes a close approximation of the so-called golden section, favoured by architects
of Greek temples 10 amongst others. In Egypt the intentional use of this ratio has been disputed, but the
discovery of this temple’s dimensions indicates the Egyptians’ conscious use of this canon of
proportions. 11
In the Satet temple, the intercolumniation of 4 c. 1 p. was employed as a basic unit (M) from which
a whole range of other measurements was derived. The height of the rooms was determined to be
twice as large as an intercolumniation (8 c. 2 p. = 2 M). The height of the cavetto of the temple proper
was 1/6 of the total height (1 c. 2 2/3 p. = 1/3 M). The architraves resting on the pillars received the
same height, as did the outer cavetto. The dado on the outer walls of the temple was 1½ as high as the
cavetto (2 c. ½ p. = ½ M). As stated before, the pillars were 3/5 as high as the intercolumniation was
wide (6 c. 6 1/3 p. = 3/5 M).
In other elements of the building and its decoration other ratios may be observed, including simple
multiples (1:2, 1:3, 1:4, 1:5 and 1:6) as well as the ratio 3:7 (size of doors). At times, these ratios led to
diverging results for the same element. For example, the inscriptions on the pillars were determined to
be half as wide as the pillars (5¾ p.) and three six times as high as wide (4 c. 6½ p.). At the same time
the base line of the inscriptions (1 c. 6 5/6 p. above ground level) was supposed to correspond to the
height of the dado on the outer walls of the temple proper. The height was derived however, from the
total height of the walls and lay 2/3 p. higher (2 c. ½ p. above ground level). As a result, only the
inscriptions on the sides of the pillars follow the level of the dado as determined by the height of the
back wall, while the inscriptions on the outer facade follow the intended proportion of the inscriptions
themselves and reach 2/3 p. (5 cm) lower.
8

Noted already by W. KAISER, in: ID. ET AL., MDAIK 36, 1980, p. 262, where the dimensions of the temple
house are given as 18 c. 1 p. by 30 c. 2 p., however. The new investigation has lead to the conclusion that several
rooms must have been of slightly different size than previously thought. Rooms D and E must have been 4 c. 4½
p. long and not 4 c. 4 p., rooms A and F therefore 14 c. 3½ p. and not 14 c. 3 p. The wall between rooms D and E
was only 1½ c. thick and not 1 c. 4 p., rooms B and C were therefore 10½ c. long and not 10 c. 3 p. The new
measurements conformed exactly to the ratio of 3:5, while the previous ones did not.
9
The ratio between the width of the pillars (1 c. 4½ p.) and the distance between the pillars (2½ c.) also
corresponds almost exactly to the ratio of 3:5. The exact division of the intercolumniation (4 c. 1 p.) according to
the ratio of 3:5 would have resulted in slightly thicker pillars (1 c. 4 3/5 p.), the difference being merely 1/10 p.
(0.75 cm). The architects may have preferred more slender pillars. In fact, most pillars were executed more
slender still, about 1 c. 4 1/3 p.
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For example in the design of the Parthenon temple (447-432 B.C.). The first mathematical definition of the
golden section is found in EUCLID, Elements VI, Definition 3 (c. 300 B.C.).
11
A possible precursor is the temple of Mentuhotep II at Deir al-Bahari, where the ratio of the intercolumniation
to the height of the pillars is 7:11 (4 c. to 6 c. 2 p.), another close approximation of the golden section (3:5 equals
1:1.67, 7:11 equals 1:1.57, the true golden section would be 1:1.618…). DI. ARNOLD, Der Tempel des Königs
Mentuhotep von Deir el-Bahari, AV 8, Mainz 1974, p. 13.
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In some cases, dimensions seem to have been derived not from the building but from the
decoration. Thus, on the inside of the temple proper, in rooms A-C, the figures were intended to be
life-size (exactly 3 c. till the hairline, c. 1.66 m in total). As a result, the area decorated with images
had to be larger than on the outside and thus the dado 2 p. lower – 1 c. 5 ½ p. above ground level
instead of 2 c. ½ p.

2. Construction: The walls of the temple are composed of six courses of sandstone blocks of equal
height, each block thus being about 72.5 cm high (1 c. 2 2/3 p. = 1/3 M). The inner cavetto and the
architraves have the same height (Fig. 7). The pillars are composed of only four 72.5 cm high blocks.
To reach a total height of 362.5 cm, three 15-40 cm high blocks were inserted between the regular
courses. The roofing slabs are only about 45 cm thick and 72.5 cm wide, each intercolumniation being
covered by three roofing slabs. The roofing slabs of the ambulatory are about 215 cm long, those of
the temple proper longer, the longest being those of the sanctuary and its antechamber (D-E), with a
length of about 325 cm each. The outer cavetto is composed of 52.5 cm high and 125-175 cm long
blocks.

Fig. 7: Temple of Satet (18th Dynasty): Typical section and view of the ambulatory.

A problem was how to roof the corners of the ambulatory (Fig. 8). At the Eighteenth Dynasty
temple of Medinet Habu, two roofing slabs were placed side by side, the first resting with one end on
an architrave and one corner on the temple proper, the other with one short side and one long side on
architraves. The fourth corner of both blocks remained without support – a flaw which later led to the
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addition of a column within the ambulatory. Another possibility would have been to place the roofing
slabs diagonally – a solution found in Ptolemaic buildings. A roofing slab of trapezoidal shape may in
fact be taken as proof that this solution was also used at Elephantine.

Fig. 8: Temple of Satet (18th Dynasty): Hypothetical reconstruction of the roof showing location of
windows.

The stones of the temple walls were connected by wooden cramps, each 26-27 cm long, 3 cm wide
in the middle, 4.5-5.5 cm at the two ends and 3.5 cm thick. Usually only one cramp was used to
connect two blocks, rarely two placed side by side. The roofing slabs were surrounded on all four
sides by 5-10 cm deep grooves. Filled with mortar, these grooves served to seal the joints in the roof.
Generally, the walls are composed of rectangular blocks placed as stretchers. In the two lowest
courses the blocks are on average 105 cm long; in the upper courses only 80 cm. In order to create the
cavetto, the blocks of the sixth layer were placed as binders. At the corners one can observe that the
blocks were first laid in rusticated shape and trimmed down to their final shape in a second step. The
walls vary in thickness between 80 cm (between rooms D and E) and 90 cm (outer walls and west wall
of room A). In general, the blocks must have been 5-10 cm wider when they arrived at the building
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site. On average, the blocks used for the walls must have arrived from the quarry with a width of 100
cm, a height of 80 cm and a length of 100-140 cm.
A total of about 1000 blocks were used to build the temple, including the roofing slabs. According
to a rough calculation, about 15 stone masons and 60 transportation workers would have been
necessary to finish the building in one year, with a boat carrying 10 blocks of stones arriving every
third day from the quarry 12 . Additional workers would have been employed on the ship and in the
quarry.

Fig. 9: Temple of Satet (18th Dynasty): Reconstruction of ramps and system of laying roofing slabs.

The sequence in which the stones were laid may be reconstructed by the location of lever holes and
slight steps on the upper surface of each course of stones. In general, each layer of stones was laid
starting from the corners of the building. By observing which stone was placed last in each layer, the
number and location of ramps used to build the temple walls may be reconstructed (Fig. 9). One ramp
must have arrived at the western end of the north wall of room B. From this point, the northern wall of
the temple, some of the interior walls and the roof of room F were constructed. The ramp probably
originated at a landing stage north of the temple. A second ramp reached the temple at the southwest
corner of room A. From this point, the south and west wall of the temple, most of the interior walls
12

Cf. DI. ARNOLD, Der Pyramidenbezirk des Königs Amenemhet III. in Dahschur, AV 53, Mainz 1987, pp. 9092.
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and the roof of rooms A-E were constructed. The ramp probably originated from the east and was
constructed parallel to the south wall of the temple. A third ramp was located in the middle of the east
wall and was used to construct the lower four courses of the east wall and the pillars of room A. This
third ramp does not seem to have reached as high as the others since the uppermost layers of the east
wall were constructed from the other two ramps. The third ramp may have originated from the same
point as the second ramp, somewhere east of the temple.

3. Architectural details: The floor of the entire temple was flat, without steps of any kind, neither at
the thresholds nor between the ambulatory and the surrounding space. The walls and pillars generally
stood directly on this flat plain, without any type of base or pedestal. The only exceptions are some of
the pillars. The two pillars in hall A stood on 10.5 cm high rectangular bases. The only preserved
example is 108 cm wide and 113 cm deep – about 10-12 cm wider on each side than the pillar it
supported. Two additional bases must be attributed to the ambulatory. Probably the entire row of
pillars on the eastern side had bases, defining that side as the main façade of the temple. Supporting
this theory are the inscriptions on the pillars, which start on a slightly higher level on the eastern side
than on the other sides of the temple.
On the other sides of the temple the pillars lacked bases, as is indicated by the other nine
foundation blocks identified so far. Instead of a base, several blocks have a curious groove that
surrounds the foot of the pillars. The groove is generally about 3 cm deep, 13-14 cm wide and roughly
executed. Apparently, there had been the plan to lower the level of the entire floor by 3 cm or more.
This plan was quickly abandoned as this would have interfered with an already established system of
water channels that took water from the Khnum temple through the Satet temple.
The pillars on the western side of the temple show indications for screen walls placed between
them. In several instances, the inscriptions on the pillars were not completed because a part of the
pillar surface was hidden by an already existing screen wall. In one case, the second reed-leaf of mrj
was not executed and the snake of d.t was cut in half by a screen wall. According to these indications,
the screen walls must have been about 180 cm high – half as high as the pillars – and about 27-33 cm
thick. The impression of the wall left on one pillar suggests that the top of the screen walls was
rounded.
The western side of the temple intersects with the enclosure wall of the Middle Kingdom at a
curious angle. The addition of screen walls in the space between the pillars would only have made
sense if the enclosure wall of the Middle Kingdom was pulled down and the screen walls served as the
only protection from public view. In the adjoining area lay a garden that took the place of the water
court of the Middle Kingdom. In the garden dignitaries would have awaited the emergence of water
from the temple during the festival of the Nile. The screen walls would have served as a visual
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separation between the ambulatory and the garden. Above the screen walls the heads of the
represented gods remained visible, including a head of Satet with an inlaid eye.
The reconstruction of the course of the water channel proposed in 2008 on the basis of the
foundation blocks suggests that the water exited the temple on the west side between the third and
fourth pillar from the south (Fig. 6). The reconstruction is supported by the fact that the direction of
the hieroglyphs on the pillars changes at exactly that point.
The documentation of the temple doors revealed evidence for the way they were closed. The only
door secured by a bolt was the front door of the temple proper. The single leafed door opened
internally, pivoting on right side. The bolt could only be secured from the inside, however, making the
permanent presence of a guard or priest inside the temple necessary. The doors of rooms C, D and E
also open from the outside in, but are secured not by bolts but by a piece of rope threaded through a
hole made in the door frame. These doors thus could have been opened from the outside and closed
without leaving a guard on the inside. While the doors of rooms C and E also open to the right, the
door of room D is to be opened to the left. For the doors of rooms C and D the portion of the adjoining
wall hidden by the door leaf when opened was left undecorated. For the door of room E this is not the
case, possibly because in a first phase the door had possessed two leafs, each only half as wide. The
door of room F is the only one which possessed two wooden leafs throughout the history of the
temple, probably secured by a wooden bolt placed between them. For the door of room B the
preserved evidence is insufficient to reconstruct how it was opened.
In the roofing slabs the remains of two window slots are preserved. The slots are 5 x 7 p. large at
the top and 2 x 2 p. large at the bottom, reducing the entering sunlight to a spotlight. At the top, the
windows were supplied by a 3½ p. wide rim. As reconstructed in 1978-1980, the two preserved
windows are situated above the centre of room E and at the eastern end of room B. The narrow width
of the slabs forming the first window would fit more closely to the narrow antechamber, room D. The
second window could also originate from room A.
The temple of Amada, whose roof is still completely preserved, would suggest that square rooms
were lit by a single window while elongated rooms were lit by two or more windows. If the same was
the case in Elephantine, rooms D and E would have had one window each and rooms B and C two
windows each. Room F might have had two or three windows. If the roofing slabs now in place are in
their original place, two windows are more likely than three. Room A probably had three windows in
each nave, six in total. The temple proper is thus likely to have possessed 14 windows. Sunlight
entering the windows would fall on the north wall of the rooms, describing during the day a curved
line from the western to the eastern corner of the room. In the case of the sanctuary such a line would
have progressed toward the cult image, lighting the images of the goddess on the north wall. While
possibly not intentional, this effect may have been welcomed by the priests.
Felix Arnold
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3. The Town wall (Area XIV, Fig. 10)

The Swiss Institute continued the investigation on the fortification walls at the south-western edge
of the town (Area XIV) 13 . A major task of the season was an accurate structural recording of the walls
supplementing the first small-scale mapping from the 1970s 14 . Additionally, stratigraphical
investigations were continued in order to gain more evidence for the construction date of the different
phases. Whereas in earlier seasons the two older phases of the fortification (Wall A and Wall B) had
been tentatively dated to the late Middle Kingdom 15 and Third Intermediate Period 16 respectively, no
justified date is yet available for the later phases (C-F). Wall C was built high above the ground on top
of the older wall B after a continuous sequence of sloping layers had accumulated outside of wall B.
The earlier buttresses were replaced later by a much more massive single buttress that apparently
strengthened a new phase of the town enclosure on top of wall C of which no further traces have
survived. Buttress D was only one of a series of similar buttresses. The space between the buttresses
was later closed in with brickwork (E) before another wall (F) was built along the foot of the
buttresses.
In continuation of last season’s investigations, four trenches have been enlarged in order to increase
the amount of material from stratigraphically controlled excavations and to prove the existence of an
exterior glacis. Thus, a larger area of the stonewall built at a distance of 2 meters in front of the town
wall of the late Middle Kingdom was uncovered. It had been covered by a sequence of sandy layers
dating to the New Kingdom containing a large amount of pottery sherds of highest quality including
blue painted ware, festival pottery, and numerous sherds of imported vessels. The ceramic assemblage
helps to fill a gap in the current study of the New Kingdom pottery as the occupational phases of the
late 18th and 19th Dynasty are largely missing in the town 17 .
Further evidence for a date of construction of the Middle Kingdom fortification was obtained at the
town side of the wall. Here, at the western end of wall A, the remains of a house (H 79) are preserved
which is built in a distance of 3.40 m to the wall in the same alignment (Fig. 10). The house had been
investigated already during the 19th season and can be dated to the 12th Dynasty 18 . Walls of one room
and of a courtyard are still preserved. After a longer use the house was fundamentally remodelled
including a complete rebuilding of the outer wall of the courtyard. According to the analysis of the
pottery collected in the accumulations inside the house this work took place during the reign of
13

Cf. C. VON PILGRIM, Area XIV: Town enclosure, in: D. RAUE ET AL., Report on the 38th season of excavation
and restoration on the island of Elephantine, ASAE, in print, pp. 7-9.
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G. HAENY/H. JARITZ, Stadtmauerrest im Südwesten, in: W. KAISER ET AL., Stadt und Tempel von Elephantine.
Zweiter Grabungsbericht, MDAIK 27, 1971, pp. 198-200, fig. 4.
15
W. KAISER, Überblick, in: W. KAISER ET AL., Stadt und Tempel von Elephantine. Neunter/Zehnter
Grabungsbericht, MDAIK 38, 1982, p. 274.
16
C. VON PILGRIM, Zur Stadtummauerung im Neuen Reich, in: W. KAISER et al., Stadt und Tempel von
Elephantine. 23./24. Grabungsbericht, MDAIK 53, 1997, p. 162-165.
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See below, contribution of J. BUDKA.
18
C. VON PILGRIM, Elephantine XVIII. Untersuchungen zur Stadt des Mittleren Reiches und der Zweiten
Zwischenzeit, AV 91, p. 15, note 14.
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Sesostris III 19 . However, a meticulous re-evaluation of the remaining stratigraphic deposits between
town wall and House 79 revealed that the house was remodelled only after the town wall had been
already built and it might be suggested that its construction was the reason to restore the house. This
first archaeologically based evidence for a date of the town wall in the Middle Kingdom corresponds
with the scarce textual evidence, e.g., stela London BM 852. This stela, dating to the time of Sesostris
III, provides the earliest reference to Elephantine as a fortress in the Middle Kingdom 20 .
Outside of the latest additional wall (F) of the last phase of the fortification (D) further simple pitburials of children were discovered. Two of them had been dug into the wall cutting through layers of
the early-Ptolemaic Period. These layers are the oldest accumulations connected to wall F. Although it
is hence most probable to assume a construction date of the later phases of the fortification (C and D)
in the Late Period, at this point no direct evidence is available for a more precise dating.

Fig. 10: Southwestern urban area (area XIV): House 79 (12th dynasty).

At a distance of 5 m in front of the latest phase of the fortification a sloping glacis-like structure
was uncovered. It consists of a deliberately constructed thick, hard mud surface made with a
19

The pottery assemblage was studied by T. RZEUSKA.
J.W. WELLS, Sesostris III's First Campaign in Nubia, in: B. BRYAN/D. LORTON (eds.), Essays in Egyptology
in honor of Hans Goedicke, San Antonio 1994, 339-347. See also C. VON PILGRIM, Elephantine – (Festungs)Stadt am Ersten Katarakt, in: M. BIETAK/E. CZERNY/I. FORSTNER-MÜLLER, City and Urbanism in Ancient
Egypt, DÖAW 60, Wien 2010, pp. 265-267.
20
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combination of random bricks and mud. The mud layer yielded sherds of the early 4th century BC and
was covered with wind-blown sand mixed with pottery sherds of the early Ptolemaic Period. As this
glacis is stratigraphically connected with wall F this date may be taken as a further clue for a Late
Period date of the fortification C and D.
Cornelius von Pilgrim

4. Studies of the fragments of Ptolemaic and Roman temples

The investigations on the architecture of the Satet temple as well as the studies of the monumental
kiosk located opposite to this temple to the east necessitated the analysis of the fragments identified as
decorations of the buildings belonging to the temenos of the Satet temple in its late phase 21 . This new
project should offer some evidence on the development stages of the decoration of the above
mentioned structures and indicate the subjects of future studies. The large collection of fragments
included in the register of representative Ptolemaic and Roman decorative remains (described as GR)
was expanded by several dozen fragments coming from the temenos of the Satet temple and currently
numbers 710 entries 22 .
Material recently discovered in the vicinity of the museum proves the previous identification of the
reliefs which represent the decoration of the Satet temple commissioned by Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II.
It was an easy task to complete with the new fragments previously identified as complex X (in high
relief, material coming from internal rooms 23 ) and XI (in low relief, fragments belonging to columns,
doors, external walls of pronaos 24 ). The fragments studied hitherto proclaim the following research
subjects:
-

Fragments of several different Hathoric friezes 25 bring attention to the presence of

numerous motifs referring to the leading concept in the theology of Elephantine that connected
the goddesses of Elephantine with “La Lointaine” 26 .
-

Also noteworthy are the fragments of the ceiling carved in high relief, covered with

well-preserved polychrome representations (GR 623, 645, 646, 648, 685, 686). They bear an
astronomical decoration. Searching for their location, the first that comes to mind is the
pronaos of the Satet temple. The attribution of these fragments would be highly exciting for

21

The earlier studies by HORST JARITZ, WALTER NIEDERBERGER and the author.
For previous work on the Graeco-Roman epigraphy, see the contributions of E. LASKOWSKA-KUSZTAL, in: D.
RAUE ET AL., Report on the 36th / 37th / 38th season of excavation and restoration on the island of Elephantine',
ASAE, in print.
23
E.g. GR 619, 626, 631, 632, 636, 647, 650, 655, 656, 665, 666, 672, 673, 687, 691, 695-9, 702, 703
24
E.g. 614, 617, 629, 643, 659, 675, 677, 679, 690, 700
25
E.g. GR 624, 627, 637, 667, 668, 669, 680, 681, 682, 684, 688, 707
26
On the identification of Satis-Sothis and Anukis with the Distant Goddess, cf. E. LASKOWSKA-KUSZTAL,
Elephantine XV. Die Dekorfragmente der ptolemäisch-römischen Tempel von Elephantine, AV 73, Mainz 1996,
pp. 26-31.
22
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the identification of the other astronomical representations coming from the Ptolemaic and
Roman temples recorded hitherto on Elephantine.
-

The examined material includes relatively numerous fragments of architraves and

abaci. Particularly careful analysis is needed when dealing with this group of decoration
because of the unresolved problems of the attribution of architraves and abaci to the Khnum
temple.
-

The future architectural interpretation of the column fragments will be of key

significance for setting further guidelines for research on the architecture of the main building
belonging to the temenos of Satet temple. Special attention must also be paid to the columns
that are evidently smaller in diameter than the rest of the material in this category. They
support the hypothesis that the temenos of the Satet temple included supplementary buildings
constructed in the Ptolemaic era.
-

It would be extremely important to recognize the attribution of the decorative

fragments dating from the reign of Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II, found to the south of the
Khnum temple (GR 594-597), which at the current stage of research do not have stylistic
parallels in the decoration that is evidently associated with the Khnum temple temenos. It
seems that the group under consideration included also the fragments of the monumental
Hathoric frieze 27 whose location has already been discussed above.
-

The aim of the study is also to attribute several fragments of the swamp plants

belonging to the socle decorations (cf. GR 621, 651, 652, 653, 655, 678, 692, 708) as well as
fragments of the door frames (cf. GR 625, 628, 671, 693, 699, 708). This material is highly
inspiring for our comprehension of the architecture of the temple.
A serious research problem is the attribution of some of the decoration dated to the Ptolemaic
period. The carved stone is covered with thick, well-adhering plaster (GR 620, 649), which was
covered with painted decoration; this style of decoration is found in close proximity to reliefs
belonging to complex XVII.

As in every year, a valuable addition to the research conducted in the lapidaria of Elephantine was
found, as was the identification of spolia found in the course of rescue excavations in Aswan. This
material still poses research problems. The subject of examination was new material stored at the
lapidarium next to the Isis temple. The investigation was to determine if the material found was
associated with the Ptolemaic and Roman temples on Elephantine. This group includes fragments
classified as decoration executed in the early Ptolemaic Period, fragments of Roman decoration with
stylistic traits of relief similar to the decoration executed by Trajan in the Osiris Nesmeti temple on
Elephantine, and fragments associated with the temple of Tiberius in Aswan. Special attention must be
paid to fragments of buildings decorated in the Egyptian style with supplementary Greek texts
27

Op. cit., p. 75-76, 78-79 and recently GR 680, 681, 682, 684, 707.
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sculptured on the walls. They are of particular interest due to the stylistic connection of Egyptian
decoration with the relief preserved in situ in the monumental kiosk of the temple of Satet from
Elephantine.
Ewa Laskowska-Kusztal

5. Early Dynastic and Old Kingdom Seal Impressions(Fig.11)
About 243 seal impression fragments were discovered during the excavations of the 36th-38th
season west of the Satet temple(Area XVIII). Twelve seals referencing royal names (dating from
Dynasty 3 to Dynasty 5) were uncovered, among which Djedkara is, with five attestations, the most
frequent. One seal dates to the reign of Menkaura 28 and was applied to a jar stopper (Fig. 11a). The
other documented kings are Khaba, Shepseskara and Menkauhor.

Fig. 11a-e: Seal impressions from the area west of the Satet temple (area XVIII), 2nd – 5th Dynasty.

A single impression mentioning a “privy to the secret of Satet” points for the first time directly to
the local goddess (Fig. 11b) 29 . Hathor is mentioned on three different seals but their context is still
unclear: they may belong either to private individuals 30 or royal ones 31 .
More numerous are seals referring to certain phrases already known from previous research on the
Early Dynastic and Old Kingdom seal impressions from Elephantine; many fragments preserve parts

28

P KAPLONY, Die Rollsiegel des Alten Reichs II, Mon Aeg 3, Brüssel 1981, Pl. 49 [57].
See the previous discussion: J.-P. PÄTZNICK, Die Siegelabrollungen und Rollsiegel der Stadt Elephantine im 3.
Jahrtausend v. Chr. Spurensicherung eines archäologischen Artefaktes, BARIS 1339, Oxford 2005, p. 206 [Kat.
471].
30
Cf., for instance, P. KAPLONY, Die Inschriften der ägyptischen Frühzeit III, ÄA 8, Wiesbaden 1963, fig. 573.
31
KAPLONY, Rollsiegel, Pl. 102 [13].
29
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of the phrases nfr-od-mAa.t 32 (Fig. 11c) and rnw 33 as well as the less frequent hbnj 34 and
sAD 35 . The title mjtr 36 also occurs several times. Other objects just show names of individuals (Fig.
11d), or are too fragmentary to allow any definite identification.
It is still questionable which seals were used in the settlement itself and which were applied to
objects sent to the island from elsewhere. There are only a few references to the local administration
that were probably utilised in a local context. In addition to the above mentioned seal of the “privy to
the secret of Satet”, there are some tiny fragments displaying the oval wall 37 framing, and on better
preserved seals (but not from Area XVIII), the name of the settlement, Abw, is found usually in
combination with the title jmj-rA 38 . Another proof for the local usage of a seal is its application to
doors. This is the case, for instance, with a seal of Djedkara showing the serekh and cartouche of the
king together with bA.w (Fig. 11e). Some mjtr- or rnw-seals were also used on doors, but the
majority of the objects to which there were attached were containers, such as pottery vessels, bags, and
boxes; therefore it might theoretically have been sent to the island with some rare commodities.
Eva-Maria Engel

6. Nubian Pottery of the 3rd and 2nd Millennium BC (Figs. 12-13)
The study of the Nubian pottery of the 3rd and 2nd Millennium has been pursued since 1996 39 and
was brought to a temporary end this season. The pottery for this study was found during the past 38
seasons in the settlement, the temple of Satet, and in the necropolis of the island. Chronologically it
covers the earliest occupation of Elephantine Island and most probably dates to the later 5th / early 4th
millennium. 40 It also includes the stratified finds of the later Predynastic Period through to the
32

PÄTZNICK, Siegelabrollungen, p. 150.
PÄTZNICK, Siegelabrollungen, pp. 122-136.
34
PÄTZNICK, Siegelabrollungen, p. 161.
35
PÄTZNICK, Siegelabrollungen, p. 156.
36
D. JONES, An Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, Epithets and Phrases of the Old Kingdom, BARIS 866, Oxford
2000, p. 424 [1571, 1572].
37
J. KAHL, Das System der ägyptischen Hieroglyphenschrift in der 0.-3. Dynastie, GOF IV/29, Wiesbaden 1992,
p. 651 [o1].
38
PÄTZNICK, Siegelabrollungen, p. 615 [Kat. 650]; E.-M. ENGEL, Seal impressions of the Old Kingdom, in: D.
RAUE ET AL., Report on the 35th season of excavation and restoration on the island of Elephantine, in: ASAE, in
print, p. 15, fig. 5, 6; EAD., in D. RAUE ET AL., Report on the 36th season of excavation and restoration on the
island of Elephantine, in: ASAE, in print, p. 14 Fig. 6.1.
39
Cf. D. RAUE, Ägyptische und Nubische Keramik der 1.-4. Dynastie, in: W. KAISER ET AL., Stadt und Tempel
von Elephantine, 25./26./27. Grabungsbericht, in: MDAIK 55, 1999, 187-189 with Fig. 41; ID., Nubians on
Elephantine Island, in: Sudan and Nubia 6, 2002, 20-24. For previous work on Nubian pottery from Elephantine,
see ST. J. SEIDLMAYER, Beispiele nubischer Keramik aus Kontexten des hohen Alten Reiches aus Elephantine,
in: D. MENDEL / U. CLAUDI (Hrsg.), Ägypten im afro-orientalischen Kontext – Gedenkschrift Peter Behrens,
Köln 1991, pp. 337-350; for the general historical context, cf. ID., Nubier und Nubisches in Ägypten im Alten und
Mittleren Reich, in: Orientwissenschaftliche Hefte 4, Mitteilungen des SFB „Differenz und Integration“ 2:
„Akkulturation und Selbstbehauptung“ 2002, pp. 89-113.
40
The earliest features were discovered in an natural pot-hole at the southern fringe of the island, that was later
on covered and by this protected) by the town enclosure of the Early Dynastic Period, cf. D. RAUE,
33
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advanced New Kingdom (c. 3300 – 1300 BC). The results mainly elucidate two subjects; first the
development and internal structure of the organically expanding Nubian community and secondly the
Nubian relations with Egyptian culture in local, regional, and supraregional terms.
While for much of its history Elephantine was one of many find spots for Nubian and Egyptian
presence in the First Cataract region, the time of the 2nd Dynasty displays an entirely different picture
of the area; all the places of the Nubian and Egyptian culture outside of Elephantine ceased to exist 41 .
At the same time, there is abundant evidence for the groups that were known from such famous sites
as Qubaniya or Shellal within the town of Elephantine during the 2nd Dynasty 42 . Incised decoration
remains a rare exception, together with late variants of ripple-polished fabrics. The spectrum of shapes
always includes: cooking vessels, service vessels, and consumption vessels (with blacktopped and
black mouthed fabrics).
During the 4th Dynasty, the number of decorated wares increases remarkably. Towards the end of
the 4th Dynasty hatching decoration of the entire vessel appears for the first time, an innovation that
directly leads to well known decoration patterns of the following centuries. All patterns, techniques
and fabrics that appear in the context of the 4th Dynasty continue to be present also in the later phases.
This subsequent material, called by scholars “early/earliest C-Group” is well represented on
Elephantine and appears together with the first wheel-made Egyptian pottery of the Old Kingdom and
with seal impressions of Menkauhor and Djedkara.
This collection of ceramics from the First Cataract can be linked to a number of sites across Upper
Egypt, the Second Cataract, and south of the Third Cataract 43 . Its presence indicates highly mobile
groups that lived at the fringe of the cultivated areas and along the caravan tracks parallel to the Nile
Valley 44 . Features like black mouthed impressed wares, that were called “Saharan” 45 , also belong to
this phase (Fig. 12). This growing number of patterns and fabrics of the late 5th Dynasty finds
continuous succession until the Second Intermediate Period.

Untersuchungen in der Stadt des 3. Jahrtausends v. Chr, in: G. DREYER ET AL., Stadt und Tempel von
Elephantine. 33./34./35. Grabungsbericht, in: MDAIK 64, 2008, in print. I am grateful to HANS-AKE
NORDSTRÖM and MARIA CARMELA GATTO who confirmed an early date for this material, probably to be related
to the Abkan and Badarian traditions.
41
ST. J. SEIDLMAYER, Town and State in the Early Old Kingdom, A View from Elephantine, in: A.J. SPENCER
(ed.), Aspects of Early Egypt, London 1996, pp. 108-127.
42
Raue, in: MDAIK 55, 1999, pp. 187f., Fig. 41.2-4.
43
Sinki/Abydos: G. DREYER / N. SWELIM, Die kleine Stufenpyramide von Abydos-Süd (Sinki): Grabungsbericht,
in: MDAIK 38, 1982, 92; Buhen: B. GRATIEN, La Basse Nubie à l'Ancien Empire: Egyptiens et Autochtones,
JEA 81, 1995, 43-56; Kerma Reach: I am grateful to MATHIEU HONEGGER for his informations on the recent
survey finds of a late stage of the «pre-Kerma-formation».
44
In addition, the recent results of the Survey in the oasis Kurkur will turn out to be of utmost importance for
this lateral network, see J. AND D. DARNELL, The Archaeology of Kurkur Oasis, Nuqª Maneih, Bir Nakheila, and
the Sinn el-Kiddab, in: D. RAUE, ST. J. SEIDLMAYER, PH. SPEISER, The First Cataract – One Region, Various
Perspectives, SDAIK 36, in print.
45
R. MOND – O. H. MYERS, Cemeteries of Armant I, EEF 42, London 1937, pp. 267-287, Pl. LXXIV.6
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Fig. 12: Fragment of Nubian fine ware, 5th Dynasty; Excav.-No. 38901G/b.

Inventions in ceramic production and decoration that can be observed are partially the result of
processes like enculturation of loosely connected groups that inhabited the area of Upper Egypt to the
Dongola Reach, but are particularly difficult to isolate archaeologically due to of the groups’ highly
nomadic lifestyle. As fewer places were regularly frequented in the late 4th millennium BC, there is
less archaeological evidence that is dependable. This is probably a result of Egyptian military
expeditions and strategies that lead to permanent Egyptian settlements such as that found at Buhen.
However, there is undoubtedly an interaction with the mDA-units of the mountainous Eastern desert
during the 3rd millennium BC 46 , but so far no material culture can be linked to these definitively. It is
clear that the “Egyptian” view of Nubian ethnicity (or our interpretation of it) does not match easily
with the archaeological records. Elephantine is not the site to illustrate the reasons for internal
differences among the Nubian cultures, but the pottery sequence from the area of the First Cataract
may represent the appearance of the Nubian counterpart to the Egyptian presence, indicative of the
permanent presence of heterogeneous groups of Nubians and Egyptians.
It is not before the late Middle Kingdom that a certain material and funeral culture can be matched
with the textual evidence of mDA-people. However, this presence is connected with a new
methodological problem; recent publications tend to interpret the features that can be found in the 13th
Dynasty with the culture, defined by the archaeology of the early 20th century as “Pan-Grave-Culture”,
46

For the example of the personal name Jhtk on a stela of the First Intermediate Period at Gebelein, that can be
traced to the bedja-language of Late Roman and modern times in the Eastern Desert, see R. EL-SAYED, r'n
Mdscha.iw - lingua blemmyica - tu-bedawie. Ein Sprachkontinuum im Areal der nubischen Ostwüste und seine
(sprach-) historischen Implikationen, in: SAK 32, 2004, pp. 351-362.
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while similar features in contexts of the 17th/18th Dynasty are preferentially called “Domestic Kerma”
or “Kerma” 47 . No specific division between the phenomenon of the Medja-Nomads of the 2nd
millennium and Kerma groups is defined so far.
The sequence of this entirely new corpus starts on Elephantine during the 12th Dynasty with
isolated examples of ceramics, before the complete spectrum of material shows up at the transition
between the 12th to the 13th Dynasty (Bauschicht 13) 48 , during the period when the Egyptian fortresses
at the Batn el-Haggar and the Second Cataract were still functioning.

Fig. 13: Fragment of Nubian cooking vessel, 19th Dynasty; Excav.-No. 39801H/k.

On the other hand, the proper and undisputed “Kerma material” of the Second Intermediate Period
is a marginal phenomenon within the Elephantine sequence, while the mDA-features are dominant not
just here, but also in the Kerma area. Indeed, the mDA-pottery persists beyond the existence of the
Kingdom of Kerma, both chronologically and geographically. Taking this into account it is not
astonishing to find the mDA-material still in contexts of the 19th Dynasty (Fig. 13) before Nubian
47

See for example I. HEIN, Kerma in Auaris, in: C.-B. ARNST (Hrsg.), Begegnungen - Antike Kulturen im Niltal Festgabe für Erika Endesfelder, Karl-Heinz Priese, Walter Friedrich Reineke, Steffen Wenig, Berlin 2001, pp.
199 – 212.
48
This Nubian culture is represented also in the surroundings of Elephantine, see for example S. GIULIANI, CGroup and Pan-Grave between Aswan and Kom-Ombo, in : D. RAUE, ST. J. SEIDLMAYER, PH. SPEISER (Hrsg.),
The First Cataract – One Region, Various Perspectives, SDAIK 36, in print; M. C. GATTO – S. GIULIANI, Survey
between Aswan and Kom Ombo, in: Egyptian Archaeology 30, 2009, pp. 6-9.
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ethnicity ceases to be manifested by a specialized pottery production in Egypt towards the end of the
New Kingdom.
Dietrich Raue

7. Pottery of the New Kingdom (Fig. 14)

During the period March 12th – April 16th of the 2010 season, work continued on the recording
and drawing of pottery from the New Kingdom. As in 2009, work concentrated on material from the
current excavations at the south-western part of the town enclosure (area XIV) 49 . The aim of this
season was to complete the recording of the material excavated during the 39th season.
The material from Area XIV comprises all of the New Kingdom layers from the early 18th Dynasty
until the late Ramesside Period (and to the early Third Intermediate Period). The vast majority of
material ranged in date from the late 18th Dynasty to the 19th Dynasty (Bauschicht 9 and 8). Since the
archaeological context is a substantial dump layer close to the town enclosure above the riverbank,
fine dating of specific sherds within this loose material was not always possible. However, much of
the material is well known from Malqata and Amarna and should consequently be dated to the late 18th
Dynasty 50 . In addition, material characteristic of the 19th Dynasty and most probably the reign of
Ramesses II was also identified 51 .
Although the pottery from the dump in Area XIV adds little information to the local stratigraphy
and ceramic sequence of the New Kingdom, the ceramic material itself is highly interesting. This can
be clearly shown by the example of blue painted pottery, a ware characteristic of the late 18th and 19th
Dynasties but only rarely attested at Elephantine 52 . Prior to the excavation of the dump in question
(until 2008), the small corpus of blue painted ware made up a total of 75 fragmentary vessels. This
number was enlarged to 164 pieces in 2009 and to 333 sherds in 2010 – thus, the number of fragments
was more than doubled in a single excavation season and quadruplicated in only three years within an
excavation history of 39 seasons. This illustrates the limited stage to which archaeological layers of
the heyday of blue painted pottery, the late 18th and 19th Dynasties, have been excavated until today on
the island. Therefore, and especially because the preservation of domestic quarters of the late 18th

49

Cf. C. VON PILGRIM, Area XIV: Town enclosure, in: D. RAUE ET AL., Report on the 37th season of excavation
and restoration on the island of Elephantine, in: ASAE, in print, pp. 9-10.
50
Cf. C. A. HOPE, Pottery of the Egyptian New Kingdom - Three Studies, Burwood 1989, pp. 3-44; P. ROSE, The
Eighteenth Dynasty Pottery Corpus from Amarna, EES Excavation Memoir 83, London 2007.
51
E.g. a considerable amount (a minimum of 45 pieces) of Marl A2 and A4 red slipped bowls; cf. D. A. ASTON,
Elephantine XIX, Pottery from the Late New Kingdom to the Early Ptolemaic Period, AV 95, Mainz 1999, pp.
20-22, nos. 34-35.
52
See J. BUDKA, VI. Pottery of the New Kingdom, in: D. RAUE ET AL., Report on the 36th season of excavation
and restoration on the island of Elephantine, in: ASAE, in print; J. BUDKA, Festival pottery of the New Kingdom:
the case of Elephantine, in: P. KOUSOULIS (ed.), Tenth International Congress of Egyptologists, University of the
Aegean, Department of Mediterranean Studies, Rhodes 22-29 May 2008, OLA, Leuven 2010, in print.
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Dynasty (Bauschicht 9) is very limited 53 , the new material evidence from Area XIV holds increased
significance.
Selected pottery vessels of the 2010 season: In general, the pottery assemblage from Area XIV
resembles material excavated in domestic quarters. In addition to typical household pottery like
cooking bowls, fire dogs, dishes and containers, several vessel types occur that may have served a
variety of functions, e.g. within a cultic sphere as votive pottery (so called beer jars and flower pots,
incense bowls, pot stands, decorated wares) or as luxury ware within a festive atmosphere (e.g. blue
painted ware and imported vessels). Wine amphorae are well known as containers in settlements, but
they are used in temple and funerary contexts as well. In Area XIV, a considerable amount of Marl D
amphorae, Canaanite amphorae and vessels in “oasis clay” were recorded. A base of a Marl D
amphora with a pot mark in the shape of a nfr-sign (Fig. 14.4) finds close parallels in Qantir 54 .
Pottery with painted decoration became more common during the late 18th Dynasty and Area XIV
has yielded a large number of decorated pieces. Excav.-No. 39801H/k-042 is a Marl A2 globular jar
with monochrome decoration in black (Fig. 14.5). This type with its characteristic decoration style
(rim decoration and horizontal bands crossed by vertical dots around the shoulder) is well known from
Amarna 55 . Twentyseven diagnostics of such monochrome decorated vessels were recorded in 2010.
Until recently, pilgrim flasks were rare within the New Kingdom layers of Elephantine. A
minimum of 35 pieces, both decorated and undecorated, comes from Area XIV. Excav.-No. 39801S/d08 (Fig. 14.1) illustrates an example in Marl D. According to parallels from Qantir 56 , it is probably
Ramesside in date.

53

Cf. C. VON PILGRIM, Area II: Domestic Quarters of the New Kingdom, in: D. RAUE ET AL., Report on the 37th
season of excavation and restoration on the island of Elephantine, in: ASAE, in print.
54
B. DITZE, Gedrückt – Geritzt – Gekratzt. Die Gefäße mit Topfmarken, in: E. B. PUSCH (ed.), Die Keramik des
Grabungsplatzes Q1 – Teil 2; Schaber – Marken – Scherben, Forschungen in der Ramses-Stadt, Die Grabungen
des Pelizaeus-Museums Hildesheim in Qantir – Pi-Ramesse 5, Hildesheim 2007, p. 436-439, nos. 223 and 228.
55
P. ROSE, The Eighteenth Dynasty Pottery Corpus from Amarna, p. 27, p. 136 (MG 2, nos. 633-635).
56
D. A. ASTON, Die Keramik des Grabungsplatzes Q I. Teil 1, Corpus of Fabrics, Wares and Shapes,
Forschungen in der Ramses-Stadt. Die Grabungen des Pelizaeus-Museums Hildesheim in Qantir-Pi-Ramesse 1,
Mainz 1998, pp. 462-463, no. 1691.
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Fig. 14: Selected pieces from Area XIV (late 18th – 19th Dynasties): 1. Upper part of pilgrim flask,
Marl D, Excav.-No. 39801S/d-08; 2. Ibex head as application to blue painted amphora, Nile B2,
Excav.-No. 39801M/d-022; 3. Fragment of duck bowl, Nile B2, Excav.-No. 39801P/b-04; 4. Amphora
base with pot mark, Marl D, Excav.-No. 39801H/k-031; 5. Rim sherd of globular monochrome
decorated jar, Marl A2, Excav.-No. 39801H/k-042.
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The most interesting pottery find this season was the remarkable vessel Excav.-No. 39801M/a-020
which is as yet only partly excavated. More fragments remain to be unearthed in the upcoming season
and consequently it will be presented in detail in the near future. It is a large, ornamental bowl with
two horizontal, decorative handles in the shape of lotus flowers and further applied floral decoration.
Only faint traces of blue paint have survived, and the reconstruction of its now lost base (foot or
rounded base) still remains under discussion. The upper part of the bowl is decorated with deep
grooves that end in applied closed lotus blossoms. Parallels are well known from both metal and blue
painted vessels. This remarkable piece may be seen as the embodiment of a representation of the
fertile Nile marshes 57 . According to parallels from tomb and temple reliefs, the existence of a lid with
a modelled figure as a handle (e.g. a striding bull or a frog) seems likely 58 .
Blue painted vessel fragments from Area XIV include a number of appliqués and figurative
elements. Excav.-No. 39801M/d-022 (Fig. 14.2) is the head of a gazelle or ibex, with traces of blue
paint that was once attached to the front of an amphora. Such figures are well known as applied
decoration on blue painted pottery at sites like Thebes, Amarna and Abydos 59 . In most cases, the
identification of the animal as an ibex or a gazelle is unclear. Excav.-No. 39801M/d-022 does not have
a beard, thus a gazelle might be more likely. The motif of the gazelle is connected to various deities
like Anukis and Hathor and symbolises regeneration, among other things 60 . The ibex does seem to
hold similar qualities. In addition, several sources point to a strong connection of the ibex with the
New Year 61 . Vessels with attached ibex appliqués might have fulfilled a function within the sphere of
the New Year’s festival 62 .
Another vessel with figurative elements and probably a symbolic value is the white coated duck
bowl Excav.-No. 39801P/b-04 which is only partly preserved. Based on ready parallels from Deir elMedina and Qantir, it can be safely reconstructed 63 and dated to the Ramesside period (Fig. 14.3) 64 .
Interesting finds from the 2010 season include Aegan imports – among others, fragments from at
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Cf. H. SCHÄFER, op.cit., p. 37, figs. 100-101; p. 41, figs. 112-113.
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See e.g. J. BOURRIAU, Umm el-Ga’ab. Pottery from the Nile Valley before the Arab Conquest, exhibition
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Burwood 1989, pp. 97, 100. It was once believed that this type of application was restricted to Malqata and
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Teil 1, pp. 400-401, no. 1418) and Abydos (J. BUDKA, The Oriental Institute Ahmose and Tetisheri Project at
Abydos 2002-2004: The New Kingdom Pottery, in: Egypt & Levant 16, 2006, p. 108, fig. 17). For the symbolism
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Amarna, BAR International Series 1587, Oxford 2006, pp. 181-182.
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least four squat stirrup jars (probably Late Minoan III/Late Helladic IIIA) are attested. 39802O/h-05 is
the upper part of the false neck with the beginning of one of the handles. 39801V/p-01 includes a wall
fragment of the painted shoulder of another squat stirrup jar and a fragment of its base – there are
concentric circles on the painted ring base 65 .
Since these imports were revealed from a settlement context, the new evidence from Elephantine
provides a significant parallel for the large corpus of Mycenaean pottery excavated in Amarna. Most
of the Late Helladic imports from other contexts of the 18th and 19th Dynasty were found in tombs 66 . A
detailed analysis of these relevant pieces and their context at Elephantine is planned for the upcoming
season. The Mycenaean imports from Area XIV again underline the diverse character of the pottery
dump studied in 2010 – in sum, this ceramic material may serve as an example to illustrate that life in
an Egyptian town of the New Kingdom included a variety of activities besides dwelling and household
tasks 67 . Therefore, the pottery covers a large spectrum of meanings, from storage and consumption to
feasting and religious acts.
Julia Budka
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